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RHYC REGATTA 2017

Plenty of action on a grey weekend
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A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMODORE
It is with immense pride that I thank you 

for appointing me as your Commodore and 
welcome you to another edition of Lion 
Times. Our thanks go to Jim Grant for all 
his hard work in chasing advertisers and 
contributors alike. As a result we have a 
quality, professional yearly magazine full of 
great articles and pictures. 

We have a wide range of members from 
children learning to sail Oppies, to our past 
Commodore Chris Brown winning the RD 
Gee award for his adventure to the Arctic 
Circle. Every year I enjoy reading and 
finding out what our members have been 
up to, be it near or far and I hope you do 
too.

We offer a wide range of sailing and 
training activities and it was with great 
pleasure that I, along with other members, 
went to the Southampton boat show 
and collected the award Club of the Year 
from Sailing Today at the Southampton 
boat show. In two years we have been 
shortlisted for RYA Club of the Year and 
then won an award, something for all of us 
to be proud of.

Last year Chris made a point that sailing 
in the area has changed a lot over the last 
few years, rest assured that the various 
committees and working together with 

the RYA to take up these challenges and 
endeavour to keep introducing new 
ideas and finding new ways to promote 
our club

In November we hosted a 
volunteer’s night where we thanked 
all of you who help us run a very 
successful club and we plan on making 
this an annual event. The Burgess 
Award was presented to Bob Sisson, 
for all the work that he has done 
for the club in the last few years. 
He built the beautiful wooden 
carriages for the two cannons in the lobby 
and more recently has done a lot of work 
on Lion. Our thanks go to all the members 
that volunteer to help at the club. If you 
don’t already volunteer but are interested 
in helping at the club, then please do get 
in touch as it’s a great way to meet other 
members. 

This year is a very important year for 
the club as it’s our 175th anniversary and I 
am very proud to be Commodore at this 
important time in our history. In 1843 a 
group of sailors got together to form the 
club with an ethos of promoting sailing on 
the East Coast and I am sure if they could 
see us now, they would be proud to see 
us still doing that. We have lots of events 

planned throughout the year, many of which 
are open events where we will be inviting 
other clubs to come and help us celebrate 
our anniversary.  

I look forward to the year ahead, 
meeting new members and serving as your 
Commodore. 

Gordon Sutton
Commodore, Royal Harwich Yacht Club

The Commodore at the helm of Telamon
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PREPARATIONS
Having completed the Caribbean 600 

last year, Dad decided that he wanted to 
do all the RORC 600 mile races before 
he concentrated fully on beating Graham 
Ireland in his latter years and asked me 
whether I would like to do the Fastnet Race 
with him and his friends.

I knew a little about it and to be honest I 
was nervous from what I heard with it being 
4 days long, large waves that start rolling in 
the Caribbean and blast across the North 
Atlantic and finally occasional gales.

We put a team together of some friends 
who had various levels of experience from 
one person who did the race two years ago 
to five of us who had done very little yacht 
racing at all. Fortunately, Dad convinced 
Tim Fenton (ARC crossing in his Westerly 
with two young kids) to join us along with 
Oli Neagus, which meant four RHYC 
members in total, counting me. Dad set 
an objective of being in the Top 225 as he 
said the top 25% were Pro’s with endless 
budgets, the next 25% were always racing 
and had lots of time together so if we could 
be in the top 60% he would be happy. In 
fact if we got round he would be chuffed.

QUALIFYING
We had to qualify by undertaking two 

RORC races totalling 300 miles and two 
overnights, which meant competing in the 
North Sea Race organised by RHYC and the 
East Coast Race from Burnham to Ostende, 
via a few buoys in the middle of the North 
Sea.

First, though we had to enter, which was 
a major challenge itself. Entry was via an 
online system on a first come first served 
basis and over 700 boats entered in six and 
half minutes with a cut off being set at 350. 
Fortunately, Dad sat clicking his mouse from 
11:59:30 and as the site opened he entered 
us – number 74.

TOBY RUFFLES

THE FASTNET 
RACE 2017

So we had a place and all we had to do 
was qualify. Well both races were awful 
with very light winds and a decision to 
run with non-overlapping headsails to get 
a better handicap. As a new crew with 
only two weekends of training, we made 
some mistakes but as we progressed our 
teamwork improved and we scraped home 
in both races, allowing us to qualify. We 
managed not to damage anything and as 
people got used to their roles, technique 
improved and so did boat speed.

GETTING TO THE START
Delivery to Hamble was tough, we 

blasted down to Dover on a reach in under 
six hours but then turned into a headwind 

with a steep chop which stayed with us to 
Portsmouth. It was a long grind with people 
getting used to sleeping on the rail as waves 
and gusts hit us for over 24 hours.

We ditched the boat in Portsmouth and 
came home for a week to gather everything 
we needed for the Fastnet race itself and 
repair our No.3 which had taken a beating 
from Dover.

Arriving on the Friday night before the 
Fastnet found Tim “snacktician” Fenton had 
bought all the food for the race in Waitrose 
and we had three course dinners planned 
every night! With porridge and fruit for 
breakfast and sandwiches for lunch we 
were setup well.

Toby enjoying the trip

LION TIMES ~ Winter 2017-18



7

We set sail for the Isle of Wight on 
Saturday morning and were hit by a 35knt 
squall going up the Solent towards the USS 
George Washington which was moored just 
off Cowes, Oli and Dad were out in the 
cockpit but it was hailing so hard we put the 
navigation lights on as visibility fell to about 
20m.

There was a bit of a bang in one gust and 
we saw one of the primary winches gave up 
which meant a repair was needed the night 
before the Fastnet. Upon arriving in Cowes 
we ran around only to find the Lewmar 
dealer getting tipsy on some superyacht 
after Cowes Week and unwilling to open his 
place on a Saturday afternoon – must be the 
South Coast! Dad was furious and with the 
help of Oli (Civil Engineer) they stripped 
the winch, epoxied the components back 
together again on the table and rebuilt the 
winch just before the start to give it extra 
drying time.

THE RACE
With the first leg being a beat down 

to Needles, we placed ourselves under 
Scarlett Oyster, the boat Dad won the IRC 
2 Caribbean 600 on and raced them over 
the start line as the gun went.

We continued to beat westwards 
avoiding Portland Bill and its perils by 
staying offshore, until we reached Salcombe 
area the following night where we sailed 
into a very strange area with ships that 
looked weird and confusing. We passed 
one of them and the shape showed it was 

a heavy-lift ship, used for moving oilrigs 
or ships, which basically has no middle 
but lots of structure at either end – 
try working that out at three in the 
morning.

We rounded Lands End and took the 
tactical decision to go east of the TSS 
so we beat North to the top before 
tacking and heading directly to the 
Fastnet.

This leg took around 24 hours of 
solid beating into a Force 6 with 
waves that got up to around a 
couple of meters, so yes, it was 
wet. We ran a watch system of 3 
hours on and off at night and 4 
during the day which worked well 
and allowed us to all have dinner 
together in the evening.

I was one of the primary helms 
along with Oli and Dad which 
meant focusing for around 90 mins 
every shift before then sitting on the rail 
and keeping the boat flat and fast. We 
rounded the Rock on Tuesday and began 
the run back which did not suit us as well as 
the symmetrical spinnaker boats.

We blasted down to the Scillies 
sometimes at 16 knots with only one 
incident where we broached and damaged 
a sail. It took us some time to get the 
kite down and we bagged it never to use 
again in the race. As we reached Bishops 
Rock we hoisted the Code Zero for the 
tighter reach across to Lands End and up 
to Plymouth with everyone on the rail. We 

even dumped the excess fresh water in the 
tanks, with Dad having a hot shower in the 
cockpit that everyone else declined. 

Once we were all fed, we put the pedal 
to the floor and we began to overtake a 
few boats. With tiredness setting in and the 
wind increasing, everyone was on the rail 
except Oli on the mainsheet (to dump or 
ease as required) and Dad driving, which he 
did for almost eight hours until the finish. 

This last leg was really exciting as 
‘Jameerah’ was able to launch the A4 
kite and we picked up more speed and 
overtook a lot of boats. As night came, the 
wind got up again and clouds over Salcombe 
looked menacing. We dropped the kite 
and went back to the Code Zero just as 20 
knots of wind or more hit the fleet and we 
watched as a Farr 65 blew their spinnaker 
up, causing crew members looking like ants 
to come piling out of the companionway. 

Finally, reaching the finish line, club 
member Peter Cockayne kindly gave us a 
massive cannon as we crossed, something 
normally reserved for the top three in class, 
which was really special! He then acquired a 
massive battle flag and presented it to us in 
the beer tent at three in the morning –  
a true legend!

Overall, after 2000 miles, three races 
and a bucket load of effort all but one of 
the original crew made it across the final 
finish line of the Fastnet which was great. 
We sank some beers and six of the crew 
sailed Jameerah home the next day after 
the prizegiving, getting back to RHYC at 
breakfast time Monday morning, just in  
time to go to work again and me to sleep 
for a week.

Simon at the helm
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ARZAL
After leaving our boat in Arzal last winter 

on a Corp mort (an offshore Pontoon in this 
case, or directly translated a dead body) we 
set about exploring The Vilaine River and 
the Bay of Quiberon. This is our experience 
of the river Vilaine.

Arzal and The Vilaine are at the North 
eastern end of the Bay of Quiberon. One 
of the Pilot books covering the area states 
that ”Once through the lock at Arzal, you 
may never want to leave” – first-hand 
experience found this statement to be spot 
on.

 Whist Arzal has a very large marina 
with two chandlers, 4 or 5 boat yards, an 
excellent Marine electronics business and a 
couple of restaurants, it is rather a transient 
place where you leave your boat when not 
in use and go home.  Next up the river is 
La Roche Bernard, a picturesque old town 
well worth visiting with two supermarkets 
and a number of restaurants. It is a home 
to many Artists whose studios are situated 
in the very old part of town. It is suggested 
that a quarter of the yachts and motorboats 
moored in this town are British, some of 
whom have been resident for 25 years or 
so.

TONY ROBINSON

SOUTH BRITTANY
SUMMER 2017

AND UPSTREAM
By contrast the next marina up river 

about half an hour by boat is Foleux with 
marina berths but far more spaces ashore 
where owners’ boats are lifted out when 
not in use. There is The Capitainerie, a 
modern building with great facilities and a 
bar restaurant, in which there always seems 
to be some activity. In early September 
there was live music in the garden one 
evening and a farmers market on the green 
nearby. The food in the restaurant has not 
disappointed so far. For more shopping, 
there is Beganne, a small town some three 
miles away.

After the Cran road bridge, which opens 
at set times throughout the day in season, 
there is another small town called Rieux 
with two pontoons to attach your vessel to 
and some quite good facilities.

THE VILAINE RIVER
Last stop on the Vilaine in a yacht is 

the town of Redon. The harbour can be 
entered at anytime but a call on the VHF 
will ensure the pontoon that you tie up on 
has the electricity switched on. From here, 
the canal system can be entered and it 
enables travel to Brest and St Malo. Redon 
has a lot of maritime history with many old 

buildings beside the harbour and all things 
associated with a large town. Redon is a 
useful place if your boat is being left in the 
area. The French trains system from here 
connects to all parts of France including the 
TGV to Paris.

We explored the Vilaine at the beginning 
of the season in April and again in mid 
October after we had explored Quiberon 
bay extensively. On both occasions the 
area was relatively quiet and it was easy to 
get a berth or anchor. The only real issue 
with the Vilaine is the entrance at Arzal. In 
the summer and up to October the lock is 
closed from Monday evening until Friday 
morning, the reason being that the river 
provides the region with its drinking water 
and the most recent hot summers have 
seen a drop in water levels, hence the three 
days of closure to maintain water levels.

 In summary, The Vilaine is home to four 
places in which your boat can be stored 
or based, away from the Atlantic Winter 
winds. Should there be a need or desire 
to anchor, virtually the whole river up to 
Redon is a possibility and if the weather is 
not very good outside the river, it is a good 
place to be onboard to enjoy the scenery 
and the birds. We lost count how many 
Herons we saw in an hour.  

The barrage at Arzal
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Arzal and the barrage showing the Marina at Arzal and Cameol on the right
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PLANNING, PREPARATION 
AND THE COUNTDOWN TO 
DEPARTURE

On July 23, after almost 10 months of 
planning and preparation, the skippers 
from the 10 boats that had signed up for 
the CIC trip to the Netherlands gathered 
at the RHYC clubhouse to discuss final 
arrangements over lunch.

The original itinerary saw crews 
departing early on 28 July for Oostende 
with an onward sail the next day to 
Middelburg. Optional visits during the 
next 5 days covered Veere, Goes and 
Zierikzee with time in between for 
sightseeing and relaxation. Two dinners 
were planned in Middelburg on 30 July 
and Zierikzee on 3 August. The group was 
then due to separate with some leaving for 
Woolverstone via the Roompotsluis on 4 
August and the others returning around a 
week later.

JASON VERSLUYS AND MARCUS BUCKNALL

RHYC CRUISE IN 
COMPANY – TO  
THE NETHERLANDS?

AS A WISE PERSON ONCE 
SAID… “RARELY DO PLANS 
SURVIVE FIRST CONTACT”  
AND SO IT PROVED…

The challenges started around 7 weeks 
before the planned departure date with 
news that British flagged yachts were 
receiving fines from the Belgium authorities 
for having red diesel in their fuel tanks. 
After a copious amount of research 
which included calls to the RYA, RNSYC 
harbourmaster in Oostende, Wivenhoe 
Sailing Club (who were due to visit 
Oostende on the same day), CA and a 
Marine Lawyer from Belgium, together with 
correspondence with a member that had 
actually been fined, the group decided to 
avoid Oostende with most planning a direct 
crossing to The Netherlands.

Two routes were identified, the first 
crossing the Sunk and two traffic separation 
schemes emerging off Zebrugge with 

an overnight stop at the new marina at 
Cadzand or Breskens. The second headed 
north up the Shipwash past the Galloper 
wind farm, through the Borssele wind farm 
and round the Dutch coast to Vlissingen.

As the departure date of 28 July 
approached several weeks of glorious 
weather were turned on their head by 
the Jet Stream, which had moved south. 
In came strong winds, showers and rough 
seas with such an irregular pattern that the 
major weather forecasters struggled to 
provide a reliable (daily) forecast.

A further challenge was then provided by 
late breaking news (which we verified with 
the Dutch authorities) that revealed that 
boats were now being turned away from 
the Borssele wind farm passage (c9 miles 
long) by wind farm patrol boats! This meant 
that boats taking the northerly route would 
need to make a detour lengthening what 
was already a long passage.

Barge racing in Holland
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READYING FOR DEPARTURE … 
OR NOT!

With these complications in mind, some 
of the group that were able to depart 
earlier decided to leave and sail on the night 
of 27 July. The rest stuck with the original 
date and time (28 July at 0330) due to crew 
arrival time.

As the evening of 27 July approached, 
the weather forecast worsened with a 
SW Force 7 and showers expected. A 
phone conversation with a Met Office 
meteorologist confirmed that there was a 
fast moving active depression, which would 
likely coincide with arrival off the Dutch 
coast. This caused yet another rethink with 
the decision being to postpone departure.

The forecast for the next few days 
continued to be very mixed with strong 
winds, cloud, sun and rain being regular 
features. This made decision-making 
around route, departure date and time and 
destination difficult particularly for those 
under time pressure.

As a result, the group split into three with 
Spree Three, Halys, Windrush, Charlotte 
Sound and East Wind aiming for Vlissingen 
via Ramsgate and France. Freedom’s crew 
decided to charter a boat from Kortgene 
and managed to get cabins at the last 
minute on the overnight Stena ferry to 
Hook of Holland. Silmaril chose to delay her 
departure preferring to attempt the direct 
crossing to Vlissingen.

THE ADVENTURES OF SPREE 
THREE, HALYS, WINDRUSH, 
CHARLOTTE SOUND AND EAST 
WIND

On Friday morning the group enjoyed a 
walk from Woolverstone to Shotley with 
lunch at the Butt and Oyster. This provided 
time for refinement of the plan which 
saw departure for Ramsgate on Saturday 
morning.

Further planning was undertaken over 
dinner on Friday night. Weather forecasts 
were rigorously checked from early 
Saturday morning, Windrush, East Wind 

and Spree Three set off for Ramsgate, only 
to then hear Dover Coastguard put out 
a fresh gale force 8/9 imminent warning 
for Thames Estuary/Dover. At this point 
Charlotte Sound called in and decided to 
abandon any further hopes of a greater 
adventure and set sail for the Deben, 
with Halys opting for a local coastal 

cruise. Dover coastguard re-confirmed on 
the telephone that this was a new gale force 
warning issued by the Met office – despite 
the Met office not showing any evidence on 
their website.

East Wind, Windrush and Spree Three 
decided to sail on out to NE Gunfleet 
before heading home for lunch at Harwich 
to discuss further options. When almost 
across Halfpenny Bay on the way back, the 
crews were most disconcerted to hear a 
further Dover Coastguard announcement 
cancelling the earlier gale force warning!

Saturday afternoon saw all plans change 
again. Mornaque and Windrush decided to 
head for Southwold. East Wind and Spree 
Three decided to go by ferry and do a tour 
of Holland to include seeing the spectacular 
Skutsje barge racing in the north, cycling 
and the Rijks museum Amsterdam, thanks 
to a seemingly endless supply of strategically 
located Dutch relatives. Departing Harwich, 
Mornaque and then Windrush were 
observed at a distance from the aft deck of 
the Stena Britannica, sailing up the Suffolk 
coast on a rather uncomfortable run.

THE ADVENTURES OF 
FREEDOM, SILMARIL AND 
DREAM MACHINE

The overnight crossing to Hook 
of Holland was surprisingly smooth 
given the weather forecast and 
after a journey comprising of a 
bus ride, 5 train journeys (due 
to rail maintenance) and a taxi 
we arrived in Kortgene on the 
Veerse Meer. The handover of 
our (Belgium flagged!) Beneteau 
34 went smoothly and we 
set course for Middelburg 
celebrating the fact we were 
actually in the Netherlands given all of  
the challenges. Although blustery, blue 
skies and sun presented themselves 
which made the trip via Veere and the 
Kanaal door Walcheren pleasant.

Over the following days we visited 
Middelburg, Veere and Zierikzee 
marvelling at the excellent boating 
facilities and town architecture whilst 
also appreciating the helpful marina 
staff. We noticed that Dutch nationals 
in particular became more friendly when 

they realised that our Belgium flagged 
boat had a British crew and were keen to 
understand how this set up came about!

On 2 August Dave Cook and his crew 
of one on Silmaril arrived at Zierikzee, 
having successfully crossed the North Sea 
to Vlissingen, and together with Freedom’s 
crew had an excellent dinner at the Grand 
Cafe de Werf. The next day we were joined 
by Sally and Peter from Dream Machine 
(storm bound further north) and several 
rounds of celebratory drinks were had on 
Zierikzee’s quay.

All boats and crews returned safely and 
in time for the Regatta. Freedom’s crew 
returned to Harwich by ferry on 5 August 
with Dream Machine and Silmaril returning 
around a week later when the weather 
windows had started to improve. Silmaril 
gamely took part in the cruiser race on the 
Saturday of the regatta.

Despite not having sailed across together, 
everyone at least had some sort of cruise/
holiday and we are all an experience 
richer. We are still impressed at the level 
of turnout which points to a demand for 
foreign CIC trips.

Next year’s potential cruise is in the diary 
– but more open ended in being defined 
as a ‘continental European cruise’ thus 
allowing more flexibility in final destination 
as departure day approaches. Holland and 
Rotterdam remain the intended targets 
however!

The Crews of East Wind and Spree Three, 

making the best of it

The Crews of Freedom, Silmaril and Dream Machine at Zierikzee
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The complete service for all 
sailing and motor yachts

Fox’s Marina, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 8SA
+44 (0) 1473 689111  |  foxs@foxsmarina.com

foxsmarina.com

Everything you need for you 
and your boat in one store

Fox’s Chandlery, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 8NJ
+44 (0) 1473 688431  |  sales@foxschandlery.com

foxschandlery.com

Whether you’re shopping in our store or from our website, 
at Fox’s Chandlery we work hard to offer you great choice, 

fantastic value, expert advice and an after sales service 
that is second to none. Why not give us a try!

At Fox’s Marina & Boatyard, our team is a great mix of 
experienced cruising/racing sailors and time served engineers 

and craftsmen. We understand our customer’s problems 
and how to resolve them quickly and cost effectively.

FREE P&P 
UK ORDERS
OVER £50
T&C APPLY
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Pratt Naval Architecture Limited 

 

  Telephone 01473 788077 
info@prattnavalarchitecture.com www.prattnavalarchitecture.com 

The Studio, 4 Frogs Lane, Church End, Shotley, Ipswich IP9 1EP 

SURVEY 
Pre-purchase Condition Surveys 

GRP/FRP, Timber, Steel & Aluminium  
MCA Code: all categories 

 Insurance Surveys 
Valuation Surveys 

Damage Assessments 
Specifications for Repair 

Ultrasonic Thickness Measurement 
Laser Lines Measurement  

Tonnage Measurement  
Carving & Marking  

CONSULTANCY 
Overseeing new construction, 

repairs & restorations 
Specifications 

Sea Trials 
Stability Information Books 

Damage Stability 
CE Marking - Technical Standards 

Structural Assessments 
Powering Analysis 
Problem solving 
Expert Witness 

New Vessels Power & Sail 
FRP · Metal · Timber 

Ocean · Offshore · Coastal · Inland 
Design of Modifications 

CAD Lofting 

DESIGN 

MRINA 
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 MEET THE FLAG OFFICERS

LAURIE VANNER
REAR COMMODORE

Laurie Vanner’s first career was as a 
detective with the Metropolitan Police 
specialising in counter terrorism during 
the 1970’s and then the investigation of  
organised crime, primarily major drug 
trafficking and kidnap, with the latter having 
him operate in Africa, Asia and South 
American on behalf of the UK Government. 
After 30 years of service, he retired from 
the police and joined BAT on whose behalf 
and from an initial base in the UK, he spent 
11 years working throughout Africa and 
the Middle East. For the last six years with 
the company  he was based in Hong Kong 
and involved with its operations throughout 
Asia Pacific. He admits that he enjoyed 
expatriate life and loved his time in Hong 
Kong. On his final retirement, he and his 
wife, Sue, settled permanently in Suffolk 
although they had maintained a home here 
throughout their time overseas.

His family had no background in sailing 
and Laurie’s first experiences afloat came 
from competitive rowing on the Thames 
from the age of 13.  A few years later he 
discovered rugby and played for the next 25 
years still following the game avidly today.

Back on the water, Laurie’s friend bought 
a Mirror dinghy and together they tried 
their hand with the inevitable mishaps along 
the way. But he had caught the bug and 
enlisted on a dinghy sailing course on Loch 
Earn in Scotland before progressing to a GP 
14 and a Laser, which he sailed at Tankerton 
Bay Sailing Club, while he was living in 
London.

With the passage of the years, Laurie 
turned to cruising and he and a good friend 
bought a Jaguar 25 which they kept on a 
swinging mooring at Orford and secured via 
a newly installed Sampson post, it was one 
of the few boats on the river to survive the 
“Great Storm” of 1987. Next came a Rival 
34, which they kept on the Deben before 
moving to Suffolk Yacht Harbour. This was 
sold with the move to Hong Kong and 
during his time there, the closest he got to 
sailing was day trips on a Junk to the islands 
for lunch.

On his return to Suffolk, Laurie bought 
‘Halys’, a Nicholson 31, which found its way 
to the club marina after spells at Shotley 
and a swinging mooring at Pinmill.

Today, Laurie is a Rear Commodore 
of our club and the man in charge of the 
marina. He has also assumed by default, he 
says, responsibility for marketing on behalf 
of the club.

Over the years, Laurie has cruised 
extensively in France, Belgium and 
particularly Holland, which he lists as his 
favourite cruising ground. Away from the 
water, Laurie serves as a volunteer with 
the Citizens’ Advice and he also volunteers 

LION TIMES HAD SOME QUESTIONS FOR THE REAR COMMODORE: -

WHAT DO YOU REGARD AS THE HIGHLIGHT OF YOUR SAILING LIFE? 
The cruises to Holland have always been enjoyable.

DO YOU HAVE AN UNFULFILLED SAILING AMBITION? 
Simply, to do more sailing and spend more time cruising, particularly to the West Country 
and especially the Helford River area  where many family holidays were taken with dinghies 
in tow.

WHICH IS YOUR FAVOURITE OR MOST ESSENTIAL PIECE OF KIT ON BOARD? 
My I Pad plus Navionics – it covers such a range of functions.

WHAT WOULD BE YOUR DREAM CREW FOR A CRUISE? 
I could not do better than the two friends with whom I have sailed for over thirty years.

WHAT IMPROVEMENT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE AT THE CLUB? 
With the opening of the new clubhouse and the many initiatives which have followed, 
the Club is in a good place but we can never rest on our laurels. More of the club’s wider 
membership becoming involved in both sailing and non-sailing activities would be a positive. 
A lot of support is being shown for the social side and particularly the winter talks in 
conjunction with the Cruising Association but greater participation on the water would be 
welcome.

HAS ANYTHING IMPRESSED YOU RECENTLY AT THE CLUB? 
I was pleased to learn that the club had planned a Cruise in Company to Holland this year.  
I believe that 11 boats had signed up and although the cruise was ultimately aborted due  
to the weather, a similar plan is being made for next year.

with the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, looking after 
some wild ponies.

His family has mixed views on sailing. His 
wife Sue sails occasionally and reluctantly, 
although she has become a member of the 
club’s Art Group. Laurie’s son, Alastair, 
is a keen sailor when work and family 
commitments permit but his daughter, 
Charlotte has interests in other sports, 
primarily tennis.

Starting them early - Laurie with his grandsons
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THE NORWEGIAN COAST
Fans of Douglas Adams will be aware 

that the Norwegian coastline was an award 
winning project designed by Slartibardfast, 
who had a particular passion for Fjords. The 
fact that the award was a piece of Perspex 
suggests that it was presented by a yachting 
magazine or other sailing organisation and 
that Slartibardfast had been a possibly 
frustrated cruising man in his younger days.

In a straight line the Norwegian coast 
line is 1367 Nm: with Slartibardfast’s 
indentations it grows to 15633nm! Add 
in all the Islands he scattered offshore to 
protect the “inner leads” (a further 38857 
nm) and you have a coastline 3 times the 
circumference of the world. These Islands 
are so well placed that it is possible to sail 
in smooth sheltered water with only 4 
comparatively short open water passages 
between Stavanger and Bodo, a distance of 
640nm! He did set a bit more of a challenge 
S of Stavanger, with a long stretch of open 
water and a couple of headlands before the 
shelter of the Oslo Fjord, but even here 
he placed sheltered ports at day sailing 
distances whose entrances put those of 
Brighton, Eastbourne and others to shame.

CHRIS BROWN

SAILING IN 
NORWAY

THE PASSAGE NORTH
For us down south, of course, the issue 

is that Norway is a long way away. We 
went via the Shetlands, 580 nm to Lerwick 
from Woolverstone and a further 180 nm 
to Floro, probably the closest landfall, 
though we made landfall further N at Maloy 
(218nm from Lerwick). When planning a 
trip of this length the first prerequisite is 
either plenty of time or a strong delivery 
crew. An early decision to leave the boat in 
Norway for winter 2017/18 gave us plenty 
of time, and sailing friends accumulated 
since university days gave us a strong 
crew. We were able to make the passage 
from Woolverstone to Lerwick in 10 days, 
including 2 lay days, one in Eyemouth, the 
other on Fair Isle. This allowed us a few 
days cruising around the Shetlands before 
crossing to Norway. We had planned to 
make Landfall N of the notorious Statt 
peninsula but with the forecast SE wind 
decided to swing to the NE, giving us a 
lumpy motor into a stiffening headwind 
through the maze of oilfields, and we 
elected to fetch into Maloy, just South of 
Statt, for a good night’s sleep! 

In practice we had an easy passage round 
Statt and on to Aalesund. From there North 
must be some of the most unique cruising 
grounds in the world. There are a couple 
of sea passages to negotiate, but most of 
the sailing is in sheltered smooth water. 
However, Slartibartfast must have been 
a powerboat man, as are the majority of 
Norwegians this far North. Most of the 
larger Islands give too much protection for 
the keen sailor, so there is a lot of motoring, 
either due to headwinds or a lack of wind. 

There is no Butane to be had in Norway, 
and even Propane is sold from outlets 
often some way from the waterfront. We 
took a large supply of butane camping 
Gaz but even though we often had 4 or 
5 on board and always ate aboard we 
only used 1 cylinder a month. Even the 
smallest harbours have jetties with water 
and electricity supplied, often included in 
the price. Shore facilities were a little more 
“variable” but North of Bergen a typical 
charge was £15/night. The Norwegians 
seem to take their boating rather like 
caravanning, travelling from place to place 
and expecting plug-in facilities on arrival! 
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We anchored about 1/3 of the time, 
and were normally the only boat in the 
anchorage. Only once did we find another 
yacht in our chosen spot, and she was 
British!!

CRUISING COSTS
The general perception is that Norway 

is expensive. It is, but balanced against that, 
Anchorages are free and alongside berthing 
considerably cheaper than at home. Diesel 
is also cheaper, at around 90p/litre. Food 
in the supermarkets is up to double UK 
prices, but Salmon is relatively cheap as 
are potatoes. As one proceeds North 
the fishing gets better. Off Rost (In the 
Lofotens) we caught 3 large cod in 15 mins, 
enough to provide 2 meals for 6 people! 
We probably “lived off the land” at least 
once a week. Alcohol was probably the 
biggest potential expense, but we departed 
the Shetlands with every nook and cranny 
stuffed with wine boxes, and our constant 
crew changes replenished supplies of gin 
and wine at a reasonable cost. Overall then 
cruising in Norway came out at much the 
same cost as anywhere else I have sailed, 
providing we did not eat or drink ashore!

THE LOFOTENS
We covered the 520 Nm from Maloy to 

Rost over the next 10 days, the scenery 
getting progressively more rugged as we 
proceeded North. That included a detour 
to the base of the Svartisen glacier, which 
covers 370 square kilometres (about 
1/10 the area of Suffolk).  Global warming 
sceptics need to explain why the glacier 
has receded so much over the last 30 
years. From Rost we worked NE along the 
SW coast of the Lofotens, a truly amazing 
cruising ground, with numerous inlets and 
anchorages. The economy traditionally 
revolves around the Cod which swim 
round from the Barents Sea to spawn in the 
Vestfjord from January to April. Historically 
farmers would bring their boats as much 
as 200 miles or more to spend 3 months 
fishing, and then head for home to spent 
the summer farming.  As boats got bigger 
the fishing was controlled by restricting the 
hours the boats could be out of harbour, 
with no fishing on Sundays. Now a more 
conventional quota system applies, and, 
unlike many fishing grounds, cod numbers 
are increasing. Much of the cod is dried and 
exported. 

We spent 12 days pottering around the 
Lofotens before heading South again. We 
were now under no time pressure, apart 
from several stops for crew changes (and 
Gin/wine top ups!). This allowed us to take 
a more leisurely passage South. When the 
weather was settled we either headed 
out to the skerries or chose an attractive 
anchorage. When more inclement we 
found a more sheltered harbour and came 
alongside. Forecasts, however, were not 
entirely reliable. The local met office, yr.no, 
consistently underestimated wind strengths 
and forecasts were less reliable the further 
North we got. (We finally decided that the 
most reliable was the Met Office on the 
mobile phone app!)

SOUTH TO OSLO
We logged 760 miles from Bodo back 

to Sandfjord, a small town 10 mins away 
from Oslo Torp airport. Torp is a typically 
Ryanair airport, advertised as Oslo but at 
least 100 Km out of town but ideally placed 
for yachtsmen! We had a leisurely 50 days 
to do it, including 5 days in Bergen, where 
we parked our floating caravan alongside 
the Bryggen.  

Fish for supper?
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Four of us for a combined £20/night. We 
wondered what they were paying in the 
adjacent Radisson Blue Hotel! As we sailed 
South the landscape became less rugged, 
and fields became larger, though the 
Norwegians still built on anything flat, and 
some terrain that wasn’t! After rounding 
Lindesnes (the Southernmost point of 
Norway) everything changed again. The 
fjords were treelined and the surrounding 
hills lower. The climate seemed milder 
and the waters more crowded. Although 
still a minority, sailing boats were more in 
evidence. Amazingly, the tourist season 
finished on the 12 August although we 
enjoyed some of the best weather of the 
trip, with cracking sea breezes most days 
coming in from the SW due to the expanse 
of rock further inland.

A CRUISING MECCA 
There is not much doubt that 

Slartibardfast has created a true Mecca for 
the Cruising Man (and woman) The extent 
and variety of the coastline, its awe-inspiring 
beauty, the extent of smooth water sailing, 
and the shelter that meant we were only 
stormbound for 2 days out of 80 (and one 
of those was doable, just f5 on the nose 
with rain, when the engine filters needed 
changing!) puts it on the “must do” list of 
any serious cruising enthusiast. It’s just a 
pity the old boy didn’t put it a bit closer!!

A remote harbour
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Round Britain in 2013 was so fantastic 
that we wanted a repeat, but less hurried, 
and so “Morning Star” is now ashore for the 
winter at Ardrossan on the Clyde. This time 
we didn’t go up to the Orkneys and round 
Cape Wrath, since we wanted to transit the 
Caledonian Canal and check out the Loch 
Ness Monster etc. 

THE EAST COAST
The passage to Inverness and beyond 

is day sailing apart from the leg from 
Lowestoft to Whitby which took 26 hours. 
Adverse weather meant our first stop was 
Shotley, believe it or not!; we then had 
4 days in Lowestoft and 6 in Peterhead 
waiting for weather. Minor dramas sailing 
up the East Coast included Humber CG 
requesting vessels lookout for a yacht 
missing off Cromer later found half way to 
Denmark; an entanglement with a crab pot 
between Amble and Eyemouth; diverting 
to the very commercial Montrose from 
Arbroath; being buzzed by a helicopter 
after leaving Peterhead said helicopter 
landing a man on our deck for training 
(see photo); and trying to find the narrow 
entrance to Lossiemouth in a blow. We 
spent time in Inverness and met up with 

MIKE AND SALLY GRAHAM

SCOTLAND 
AGAIN

club members Matthew and Maureen 
House on “Phantom” who were going back 
home in search of better weather. 

THE CALEDONIAN CANAL
Then 5 enjoyable days transiting the 

Caledonian Canal and its 29 locks. We 
had one lunch in the Letterfindlay Hotel 
on Loch Lochy, recommended by Michael 
Abrahams from his youth. Next stop, after 
Fort William under Ben Nevis, was the 
marina at Dunstaffnage - surely the most 
beautiful marina ever. Nearby Oban now 
has a short stay marina in the town, which 
will be a boon for cruising boats. The 
leg from Oban to Crinan is, shall we say, 
“interesting” on account of tides and rocks, 
and passing the infamous Corryvrechan and 
transiting the Dorus Mor. The Crinan Canal 
is shorter and has fewer locks but they are 
all hard work! 

THE FIRTH OF CLYDE
After the Crinan Canal comes the Firth 

(or estuary) of the Clyde which is said to 
be one of the largest expanses of sheltered 
water in Europe and in one of the world’s 
finest cruising grounds. It is fabulous and 

uncrowded with relatively easy travel links 
whether by road rail or air. There are some 
excellent marinas with all the usual facilities, 
with Largs being perhaps the biggest with 
some 750 berths. 

Most picturesque were the Kyles of Bute, 
the Holy Loch, and the harbour at Tarbert; 
most fascinating - our trip to the centre of 
Glasgow, berthing outside BBC Scotland 
and the Science Centre – earlier shipyards 
being replaced by new development 
although BAE Systems still seemed to be 
busy; most impressive -the submarines 
particularly at the head of the Firth with 
their separate leading lights and the Faslane 
Base at the head of Gareloch with its guard 
boats; the best lunch – at the Colintraive 
Hotel on the East Kyle of Bute; the most 
amusing for some reason, – the almost daily 
sighting of the “Waverley”, the world’s last 
seagoing paddle steamer built in 1947 and 
named after Sir Walter Scott’s first novel. 

Hopefully, back home next year but first 
going north to the Hebrides which are 
more dramatic and remote than the Clyde, 
and, where we know from our earlier trip, 
the facilities diminish to almost nothing; so 
just as well we have 3 anchors! 

Dunstaffnage Marina

A surprise vistor dropping in from the sky
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WORDS ~ MICHAEL THOMAS

BRITTANY AND BACK 
KATE OF PIN MILL’S SUMMER CRUISE

SETTING OFF
In the weeks before our cruise the 

starter battery failed, and the flexible hose 
that takes engine oil to the external pump 
ruptured, leaking about three litres of oil 
in the bilge.  As Ian kept saying, “there’s 
always something.”  A new battery and 
a jumbo pack of Tesco economy nappies 
later, I decided that the gods had been 
kind, allowing this to happen in the Walton 
Backwaters and on the pontoon rather than 
in the Alderney Race.  And I don’t know the 
French for economy nappies! 

So we set off for Ramsgate feeling 
reasonably confident that our Westerly 
Fulmar was in good order.  We were 
heading for Brittany and hoping to visit 
places that we’d known on the north coast 
when camping many years ago.  Both our 
children were working so it was just myself 
and my wife Selina, with Hamish, my co-
owner joining somewhere, and three other 
friends joining…well…somewhere.  We 
went down the French coast; Boulogne, 
Dieppe, Fecamp, St Vaast.  We once took 
this route and had six days of glorious 
northeasterlies, but this time it was the 
usual light to moderate southwesterlies, 
and a bit of a plug.  Uncle Richard made an 
appearance for me on a particularly frisky 
wind against tide between Dieppe and 
Fecamp, but Stugeron worked its magic, 

and I was able to operate normally.  My wife 
is gloriously unaffected by seasickness and 
happily stayed below. 

We had a few days in St Vaast, a favourite 
port, visiting friends in their cottage and 
going across to the Isle Tatihou once more.  
There is a wonderful museum there, which 
tells the story of the battle of La Hogue, 
which put an end to the attempt of Louis 
XIV to reinstate James II on the English 
throne.  It was a complete wipeout of the 
French fleet, so it seems rather generous of 
them to put on such a fine exhibition.  Many 
oysters and whelks later we went round 
the corner to Cherbourg.  This time I gave 
the Pointe de Barfleur a wide berth.  On a 
previous trip, in a dead calm, I pitched my 
companion out of his bunk when I cut the 
corner and discovered a rather fine standing 
wave.  In Cherbourg, we were joined by my 
co-owner Hamish, ‘the Admiral’, bearing 
an enormous bottle of gin and an English 
newspaper.  Next stop was Alderney where 
I hoped we would stay a couple of nights, 
but the forecast was for the wind to veer 
to the north and it didn’t look as if it would 
be too comfortable in Braye harbour.  But 
that north wind gave us a wonderful sail to 
through the Swynge to Guernsey, touching 
twelve and a half knots over the ground.  
It was my first time in these waters, so 
I was a little nervous, but all went well.  

I’d definitely not try them in the wrong 
conditions.  

The harbourmasters at St Peter Port 
were incredibly efficient, chivvying their 
large flock into the inner harbour.  They 
were perhaps a little partisan; after giving 
a French boat a terrible earful, the skipper 
replied calmly, in excellent English: “Please 
understand that we don’t speak your 
language perfectly. And your instructions 
were perhaps a little fast.”  Toujours la 
politesse.  

Hamish, ‘the Admiral’, with thoughts of home
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ST MALO
Then a glorious run down to St Malo 

in a northerly force five and although we 
were doing maximum boat speed under 
just the genoa, I gave the Minquieres 
perhaps too much distance and it was 
a long but very enjoyable day.  The 
spectacular rocky entrance to the port is 
not as terrifying once you get there and 
my philosophy was to pretend they were 
just East Coast mud banks.  

We locked into the Bassin Vauban 
and were pleased to find that the 
Volvo Ocean Race Fleet was in town, 
prior to a practice day and then their 
departure for Spain, so there was 
much admiring these extraordinary 
boats.  St Malo has sadly become a 
bit of a tourist destination, but we 
managed to find some brilliant food 
and excellent swimming.  Our friend 
Claire arrived by train to join us.  She is 
a consultant psychiatrist, so we were on 
our best behaviour.  She is not however 
an experienced sailor, so we decided 
to go through the barrage into the River 
Rance for a couple of peaceful days.  And 
so it proved.  We found a delightful little 
marina at Plouer, rather Woodbridge like 
in its very limited accessibility. There we 
made a long trek to an open air Brittany 
‘Pardon’ on All Saints Day with a candlelit 
procession from the chapel to the 
water’s edge for a wreath to be laid in 
remembrance of those lost at sea.  The 
tide was well out in the little creek, so 
a rather brave gumbooted gentleman 
squelched out through the Pin Mill-like 
mud until he could find a little patch of 
water to lay the wreath.  

We couldn’t get to Dinan because our 
mast was too tall and our keel too deep, 
so it was back to St Malo where there was 
another crew change.  We stopped at the 
marina at St Servan, which is very handy 
for Brittany Ferries and importantly all 
tide.  It is also a charming little community, 
away from the bustle of St Malo.  We 
were joined by friends Hannah and Jimmy. 
Hannah is a very special cook and was soon 
off scouring the markets.  Jimmy is known 
as ‘Danger Man’ after turning over the 
inflatable and outboard in Salcombe two 
years ago. He is a fearless mountain biker 
and likes a bit of action, so it was sad that 
our trip to the Isles Chausey the next day 
was a windless motor.  But it was thrilling 
to enter the anchorage of this spectacular 
archipelago.  We had lunch onshore with 
Patrique, a friend who owns one of the 
few tiny cottages there.  We had planned 
to anchor overnight, but a forecast of a 
strong southerly, combined with full Springs 

suggested that we seek shelter.   
So on to Granville where we were royally 
entertained to a spectacular plateau of fruits 
de mer by Selina’s au pair of 1961.  

Now it was time to be thinking of 
heading home, with thoughts of Treguier 
abandoned.  But the next day the wind 
went northwesterly, force five or six, and I 
suggested that a trip to Jersey or Guernsey 
would be a tad uncomfortable.  Jimmy 
looked very downcast, so we had a day 
sail towards Chausey on a fabulous beam 
reach.  Well that was our heading, but the 
chartplotter suggested our real destination 
was the rocks near Cancale.  So another 
thrilling beam reach back to the shelter of 
Granville where the excellent marina had 
a Friday night whelks and cider party.  My 
idea of heaven.  Saturday was still too blowy 
so we were forced to buy wonderful food 
from the market and visit an artist’s atelier 
in the old town. 

BACK TO RHYC 
Sunday brought a welcome southwesterly 

and we made good progress to Cherbourg 
via St Peter’s Port.  Then the crossing that 
you dream of; to Gosport with a steady 
force three to four  on the beam and a 
dolphin to keep us company.  The boom 
only crossed the boat after twelve hours 
when we gybed into Gosport Creek.  
Another crew swap and Hamish rejoined 
for the return to Woolverstone.  This was 
what he calls a ‘business’ trip, with long 
days of motoring on calm seas.  We dodged 
the ferries at Dover and saw a large number 
of porpoises below the Goodwins.  

Back at the club our little marina looked 
particularly well cared for and with very 
sturdy fingers.  And such sympathetic 
berthing masters!

Memories of the trip
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RHYC – THE INTERNATIONAL CLUB
Caduceus home from the oceans of the world

Izzy and Harvey competing 
in Bermuda
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RHYC – THE INTERNATIONAL CLUB
KEN ROLLS

East Coast sailing is at the heart of what 
we do as a club - indeed it is why we exist. 
However, these days we do much more 
than that and increasingly, we are spreading 
our wings - or sails? 

In 2017 and looking forward to next 
year, our burgee is flying in the Atlantic, 
Australia, China, South Brittany, Scotland 
and Bermuda. But let’s not also forget our 
representation in the Fastnet, the Firefly 
success at the Queen Mary reservoir and 
our RYA squad representatives. So who are 
these fellow club members seeking fame, 
glory and new sailing experiences away 
from the East Coast? 

CRUISING YACHTS
At the top of the list has to be the 

return of ‘Caduceus’ from her 5-year 
circumnavigation. Since leaving our Club in 
July 2010, Martin and Elizabeth Bevan have 
covered over 50,000 miles, have visited 
41 countries and crossed the equator 4 
times. In the process, they were awarded 
the coveted Ocean Cruising Club award 
recognizing the assistance they provided to 
the citizens of Vanuatu following the serious 
hurricane damage.

‘Morwyn’ crewed by Tony and Wendy 
Robinson arrived in Arzal  in 2016 and 
so this was their first full season in sailing 
South Brittany. ‘Roly Jay’ (Stuart and Linda 
Burgess) are now based in that part of the 
French coast and ‘Bow de Sear’ (Paul and 
Suzie) are passing through as part of their 
grand plan to head for Spain and beyond. 

Matthew House on ‘Phantom’ and Mike 
and Sally Graham on ‘Morning Star’ are 
both cruising Scotland and as chance would 
have their tracks crossed in Inverness – 
Thursday Lunch was in Inverness that week!

THE FASTNET
But it’s not all about cruising yachts. 

SImon Ruffles competed in the Fastnet 
race in August. This was a special event 
for Simon as his17 year old son Toby was a 
crew member.

IN THE ARCTIC CIRCLE
Not every cruiser headed for 

the sunshine! Our Commodore left 
Woolverstone in May on ‘LJC’ to sail to the 
Lofoten Islands, a trip of some 1300nm. 
From there they headed 110 miles into the 
Arctic Circle before heading back to the 
Oslo Fjord where ‘LJC’ is overwintering. 
2018 will see more sailing in Norway before 
heading home.

DINGHY SUCCESSES
Our dinghy sailors are by no means 

overawed by the yachts. Based on their 
sailing results and their professional 
approach to sailing, James Deaton and 

Richard Townley have been sponsored 
by Topper and that, plus a grant from the 
Chinese Government, will enable them to 
attend the Chinese world championships in 
2018. 

Not to be outdone by his younger 
brother, Ashley Deaton, together with Tabo 
and Guy Parker and Dan Patten were at the 
heart of the very successful RHS team that 
competed in team sailing against top sailing 
schools in Australia. 

But that’s not all to report on our dinghy 
sailors abroad. Izzy Taylor Jones and Harvey 
O’Sullivan were one of three GBR teams 
that competed in the RSFeva America’s 
Cup Junior Regatta, held in Bermuda.

Finally and nearer to home, Alex and 
Thomas Davey came 1st overall in the 
Firefly Bloody Mary at the Queen Mary 
Reservoir and Thomas Davey and Gracie 
Joslin (Optimist) have been selected for the 
RYA East squad and James Deaton (Topper) 
for the RYA National Squad.

AJAX FLEET
The Ajax National Championships 

were staged by the club in 2017 and Mike 
Clayton and crew on ‘Polly Oliver’ were the 
overall winners. 

What a fantastic year around the world 
for the Club and how proud we should be 
of our young people who are representing 
us on waters at home and abroad.

Alex and Thomas Davey in the Firefly

The Ajax fleet
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THE EPIC STORY OF THE 
STEAM YACHT ‘FOX’
(AND HER CONNECTION WITH THE ROYAL HARWICH YACHT CLUB)

Readers will be aware of the doomed 
and tragic 1845 expedition to the 
Canadian Arctic led by Sir John Franklin. 
This article is about the ‘Fox’ search 
expedition which followed. 

 

Sir John Franklin was a veteran of three 
previous polar expeditions, and the 
objective of the 1845 expedition was 
to make scientific measurements 

of Magnetic North and to extend our 
knowledge of that Holy Grail of Arctic 
exploration, the North-West Passage to the 
Pacific.  In the mid-nineteenth century much 
of the geography of the latitudes to the north 
of Canada were still a blank sheet, though it 
was realised that if a navigable channel were 
found it would provide a lucrative short cut 
to the Pacific and Asia, instead of the then 
hazardous routes via Cape Horn and the 
roaring forties. It was a particularly well 
equipped expedition, with two ships, HMS 
Erebus and HMS Terror, and 129 officers 
and men. The two ships were three-masted 
Royal Navy bomb ships, (ships which were 
originally armed with large mortars), which 
because of their sturdy construction, were 
considered suitable for missions to icy 
latitudes. They had already been taken to 
the Antarctic from 1839 to 1843 under the 
command of Captain James Clark Ross, - an 
expedition which incidentally resulted in the 
naming of the Ross Ice Shelf, Mount Erebus 
and Mount Terror.

After some early sightings by whalers, 
the Franklin expedition had disappeared 
and was not seen again. After 1848, national 
anxiety was mounting and many ships, 
both official and independent, were sent to 
search for and rescue Sir John and his men. 
The Admiralty had also offered a finders 
reward for locating the missing ships and 
by 1850 as many as eleven British and two 
American ships were involved in the search. 
Despite this very few clues were discovered, 
apart from reports of sightings by Eskimos, 
apparently of a party of Englishmen in 
difficulty on the ice near the Great Fish 
River. A Dr Rae and a Hudson Bay Company 
search party interviewed the local Eskimos 
and obtained from them some items which 
had belonged to members of the expedition, 
however there was no sign of the ships or 

any survivors. After this, official efforts to 
discover what had happened were wound 
down.  Lady Jane Franklin, who had already 
spent a large part of her wealth financing 
other search efforts, was frustrated by 
the Admiralty’s seeming indifference to a 
national tragedy, though in fairness it was a 
reasonable and pragmatic decision to not 
risk further lives in what was believed to 
be a hopeless cause. In 1857, some twelve 
years after the expedition’s disappearance, 
Lady Franklin’s appeal to the Admiralty 
for a further expedition was finally turned 
down “as there was no further prospect 
of saving life”. Undaunted she set about 
mounting a final private expedition to the 
Arctic. She hoped to recover the scientific 
and survey records for which her husband 
had presumably died, and possibly also 
rescue any surviving members of the party 
who might still be alive and living with ‘the 
Esquimaux’. She proceeded to purchase 
a steam yacht called the ‘Fox’ for £2000 
and obtained the services of Captain FL 
McClintock, RN to command her. It is from 
his account of the ‘Fox’ expedition (which 
can be found in the Club library) that this 
article is drawn. The ‘Fox’ was a luxurious 
screw yacht of 177 tons, with a full sailing 
rig, - steam in those days being considered 
only an auxiliary source of propulsion. She 
was immediately put into the hands of her 

original builder to refit her for the task. 
Everything not contributing to her strength, - 
the velvet hangings, the mahogany panelling, 
was stripped out and the entire hull was 
sheathed in thick planking and internally 
braced with heavy cross beams. A massive 
iron propeller replaced the fine bronze 
original, the boiler was enlarged and the bow 
cased in iron “until it resembled a ponderous 
chisel set up edgeways”. The yard work went 
ahead with great urgency as it was important 
that the ‘Fox’ should be ready to sail north 
by 1st July 1857 if it was to get to the search 
area before the sea froze over.

The connection with our Club came about 
at this time because Captain McClintock and 
Lady Franklin were keen that as the ‘Fox’ 
would not be under Royal Navy colours, 
she should retain those privileges of being 
a yacht which she had previously enjoyed. 
They were therefore much gratified when 
the Flag Officers of the Royal Harwich Yacht 
Club enrolled McClintock and his officers 
as members. The Club Commodore, A. 
Arcedeckne Esq. presented the yacht with 
“ a handsome ensign and burgee”, which she 
carried throughout the expedition.  

Impressively, the builders completed the 
refit on time and on 30th June 1857, with a 
crew of 25 and loaded with provisions for 28 
months and all the necessities for surviving 
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in the Arctic, the ‘Fox’ was ready to depart. 
Lady Franklin visited the ship in Aberdeen to 
bid the crew an emotional farewell. 

Despite ignominiously going aground the 
first evening on the bar at the entrance to 
Aberdeen harbour, and then a very rough 
passage through the Pentland Firth, progress 
was good and southern Greenland was 
reached on 12 July. McLintock took the ‘Fox’ 
up the west coast of Greenland, stopping 
to offload a sick sailor and to take on nine 
tons of coal (which they dug and loaded 
themselves from exposed seams). They also 
took aboard a Greenland interpreter, two 
Eskimos and 29 sledge dogs. The centre 
of the Davis Strait between Greenland and 
Canada was permanently full of pack ice in 
those days, even in mid-summer, and it was 
necessary to go north around this ice mass 
before turning to the west. Unfortunately, 
in 1857, adverse winds and a very early 
onset of the winter freeze caught the ‘Fox’ 
when she reached Melville Bay on the 
Greenland coast. From 20th August they 
found themselves caught in pack ice which 
did not release them until late the following 
April. The ship was battened down for the 
winter months and the enforced idleness 
was spent practising sledging, playing sports 
on the ice and hunting seals and polar bears 
to feed the dogs. Despite severe cold, down 
to minus 67oF, they remained in good shape 
apart from the untimely death of Mr Scott, 
the steam engine ‘driver’, who was fatally 
injured when he fell down a hatchway. He 
was committed to the deep, with all due 
ceremony, through a hole cut in the ice. 

After a long, dark winter, the sun 
reappeared on 28th January, having been 
below the horizon for 89 days. To mark 
this event Captain McLintock asked the 
‘Fox’s’ steward what was the custom on 
such occasions: “To hoist the colours and 
serve out an extra half-gill Sir, was the reply,  - 
accordingly the Harwich ’Lion’ soon fluttered 
on a breeze cool enough to stiffen the limbs of 
ordinary lions, and in the evening the grog was 
served”. 

 McClintock’s frustration at the 
expedition’s non-progress was amplified by 
their backward drift with the pack. During 
the winter they had been carried in the 
wrong direction for some 1,250 nautical 
miles, back into the north Atlantic. Finally 
emerging from the rolling pack in a gale was 
a time of great danger and fear, and it taxed 
all of the crew’s skill and resolve, as well as 
the robustness of ‘Fox’ as she was battered 
by large ice floes. A dramatic contemporary 
etching captures this awe-inspiring episode.   

The captain and crew were determined to 
carry on with the mission that Lady Franklin 

had entrusted them with, and they set off 
northward once more, again following 
the Greenland coast, where they called to 
replenish their supplies and to send letters 
and reports of their expedition back to 
England by the regular Danish ships which 
served these remote settlements.  They 
again dug and loaded coal from the Coal 
Cliffs of Waigat for their boiler. They had 
many delays, and near disasters, including 
a temporary stranding on a rock reef and 
being blocked by the slow retreat of the ice, 
and it was mid-July 1858 before they made 
it to the entrance of Lancaster Sound and 
the beginning of their search. Through their 
Greenlander translator they were able to 
talk to a number of Inuit natives.  Though 
these people regularly utilised any wood 
and metal they gleaned from wrecked ships 
(barrel staves were especially valued for 
sledge construction), none of them knew of 
any ships which could have been the ‘Terror’ 
or ‘Erebus’.

Once into Lancaster Sound, which was 
free of ice for once, for the remainder of 
July and most of August they were busy 
exploring the innumerable side channels 
where the pack ice permitted. A study of an 
atlas or chart of this area shows how nearly 
all the place names relate to 18th and 19th 
century Royal Navy ships, captains or British 
royalty, a testament to the persistence with 
which exploration of these inhospitable 
regions was sponsored by the British 
Government, particularly during the lengthy 
period that Sir John Barrow was Secretary 
of the Admiralty. There were a number of 
depots in the region, where the Navy had 
established supply dumps and where ships 
deposited written records of their progress 
in case they failed to return. The crew of the 
‘Fox’ visited a number of these depots, both 
to leave reports and to see if there were any 
relating to the missing expedition, though 
most of these had already been thoroughly 
investigated by earlier searchers. They were 
able to restock with coal however, and to 
salvage a lifeboat to replace their own, which 
had been crushed in the ice. Progress was 
a matter of trial and error, as much of the 
charted coast line was speculative because 
of the overlying ice.  Apparent islands could 
turn out to be peninsulas, or straits merely 
inlets, so much disappointing back-tracking 
had to be endured, and disasters averted. In 
the Bellot Strait, south of North Somerset 
Island, they were alarmed to find themselves 
being swept helplessly backwards at over 
six knots by a fierce tide, with whirlpools 
and nearby sharp rocks, sounding rather like 
the race of Corryvrecken, but with crashing 
ice floes to add spice. McClintock decided 
that Bellot Strait would be the key to further 

progress westward despite its dangerous 
currents, but after five attempts to get 
through were blocked by ice he had to 
admit defeat and accept that as it was now 
mid-September another winter would pass 
before progressing further. He did, however, 
manage to reconnoitre a route for a sledging 
expedition once the sea ice thickened again. 
He nominated three sledging teams of four 
men each, which would head off in different 
directions in the Spring for approximately 
sixty to seventy days and thus cover most 
of the possible routes that the Franklin 
ships could have taken. They prepared by 
taking the ‘Fox’ again into Bellot Strait as 
far as the ice would allow and establishing a 
supply depot on an island which McClintock 
named Arcedeckne Island, in honour of 
the commodore of the R.H.Y.C.  On 28th 
September they returned through already 
freezing sea ice to the inlet that McClintock 
had already selected as being suitable for 
their winter quarters. The crew set about 
laying the ship up. This involved winterising 
the steam engine, and unshipping the rudder 
and propeller. The already stiffening sails had 
to all come off, hard work for the 18 men 
on board, (seven were away on a sledging 
party). A few seals and some migrating 
reindeer were shot to add to the food 
supplies. 

This second icebound winter proved 
to be more tedious than the first, apart 
from the usual Christmas and New Year 
festivities, partly because of the extreme 
cold,  - the location they had chosen for 
their winter quarters was subject to almost 
permanent high winds which funnelled 
through Bellot Strait. Temperatures fell 
to – 47oF (-45oC, with an average of -30oC) 
without considering wind-chill, and this 
precluded much activity beyond the ship. A 
further tragedy occurred in the shape of the 
untimely death of George Brands, the ship’s 
engineer, apparently from a heart attack. 
With Scott already dead, this loss left the 
‘Fox’ without anyone who understood the 
engine. George Brands was buried onshore, 
and a wooden headboard erected over the 
grave.          

Once the sun reappeared, on 17 February, 
two sledging parties set out on a preliminary 
expedition, aiming to make contact with any 
local Eskimo people who might have any 
information about the Franklin men, and 
to establish supply depots for the longer 
intended Spring expeditions. One party was 
led by McClintock and the other by Capt.
Young, a merchant sea captain, who had 
volunteered for the expedition. Despite 
severe cold, they managed about 19 or 20 
miles of travelling each day, constructing 
snow huts at dusk each day to sleep in. 
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Many of the dogs became lame because the 
extreme temperature made the ice crystals 
so hard that the dog’s pads were cut. As a 
result, much of what they carried had to 
be abandoned, to reduce weight. The daily 
routine consisted of eight or ten hours of 
trudging, then two hours to construct the 
snow hut, followed by feeding the dogs, 
unpacking the sledges and taking everything 
inside, (“including the dog’s leather harnesses, 
which the dogs would otherwise have eaten 
during the night”), then feeding themselves, 
writing up the journals, before sleeping. This 
must have been shattering routine and it is 
a testament to their preparation, discipline 
and sheer resolve that they accomplished 
the task. McClintock’s group met a party 
of Eskimo after two weeks, and went with 
them to their ‘snow village’. They bartered 
for a number of items which had clearly 
belonged to a Royal Navy party, in exchange 
for sewing needles, seemingly the best 
currency for exchange or for paying the 
Eskimos to build them igloos. Items from 
the Franklin ships included silver cutlery, 
some buttons, and pieces of iron and wood. 
None of these people had seen the actual 
ships or the crews, but knew that one ship 
had been crushed in the ice and had sunk 
and that the crew had landed ashore safely. 
They also knew that a number of white men 
had subsequently been seen to fall and die as 
they trekked towards the Great Fish River. 
Some had been buried, others not. There 
was no clue as to the fate of other ship. 

McClintock was not over-flattering in his 
remarks about these natives, recording that 
the “Esquimaux were all good humoured and 
friendly, the men stout, hearty fellows, the 
women meanwhile were arrant thieves, and 
decidedly plain, in fact this term would have 
been flattering to most of them, - yet there 
was a degree of vivacity and gentleness in 
the manners of some of the fair sex”. Having 
almost exhausted their supplies McClintock 
and his group returned to the ‘Fox’, having 
travelled 420 miles in 25 days and adding 120 
miles to the known outline of the coast of 
continental America. The mean temperature 
had been minus 34oC. Young’s party had got 
back 10 days earlier having set up a supply 
depot about 70 miles from the ship and then 
set off again to get supplies from an old Navy 
supply dump. Apart from minor frostbite and 
some snow blindness, both groups were in 
surprisingly good health. 

Two weeks later, on 2nd April, the main 
sledging search parties set off again from 
the ‘Fox’. There were three parties, led 
by McClintock himself, Lt Hobson RN, his 
First Officer, and Capt. Young. Young was 
to follow the others by a few days as he had 
only just returned from a replenishment 

mission and his sledge needed repair. 
McClintock and Hobson initially travelled 
together before spreading out on their 
various ways. Their aim was to search for 
signs of Franklin’s ships and men, or if not 
them, at least to meet groups of Eskimos 
who might have real information about 
their fates. The timing was late enough 
to have plenty of daylight, while still early 
enough in the season for the sea ice to 
be sufficiently thick for travelling on. This 
hopefully was to be the fulfilment of the 
entire two year expedition and so they set 
off from the ‘Fox’with some ceremony. The 
ship hoisted the RHYC flag and the sledges 
“displayed their gay silk banners”, including 
one embroidered by Lady Franklin. Each 
party man-hauled a sledge, and in addition, 
McClintock’s group, which intended to travel 
furthest, also had a dog team and sledge. 
The load for each party was over half a ton, 
mostly consisting of provisions for 84 days 
and all the other practical necessities, but 
also including many items intended for barter 
with the Eskimos.  

 For McClintock and Hobson, the first 
week was spent laboriously leapfrogging 
back and forth as they advanced their 
supply depots. They were disconcerted to 
discover that their progress in March had 
been observed by some Eskimos who had 
then raided some of the supply dumps that 
they had marked with cairns, and had carried 
off the contents. The temperature was still 
hovering about -30oF (-40oC), with cutting 
northerly winds and intensely bright low 
sunlight. At various times they all suffered 
from snow blindness and blistered and 
cracked hands and faces. After travelling 
for two and a half weeks McClintock’s 
group encountered a party of seal hunting 
‘natives’ camped on the sea ice about a 
mile from shore. He described their igloos 
in detail and carefully noted some of their 
possessions which could have come from 
naval ships. Through their interpreter they 
learned that other Eskimos had seen two 
ships, one of which was seen to sink in deep 
water, the other being stranded ashore by 
ice, and broken up. Much of the Eskimo’s 
wood and metal came from this wreck. This 
was vital information, which the Eskimos 
related only with reluctance as they were 
clearly not keen to reveal the location of this 
precious material. McClintock pressed on, 
travelling at night to avoid snow blindness, 
and came upon another group of Eskimo, 
who like all the others, were mostly friendly, 
(though inveterate thieves), who wished to 
barter items of cutlery, buttons and other 
items which had definitely belonged to the 
missing men. Apparently the stranded ship 
had been abandoned and many of the men 

from her had been seen to collapse and 
fall as they trekked. For a further twenty 
days McClintock searched the shoreline 
of the Great Fish River (now named the 
Back River), Montreal Island and the area 
around, convinced that this would have 
been the area that shipwrecked men would 
have travelled as they made their way to 
the Great Fish River, (presumably they 
had hoped to find Europeans from the 
Hudson’s Bay Company). They did not find 
any trace of the ship, but they did come 
across a skeleton, still clothed in the uniform 
of a ships steward. He had apparently 
died where he fell, with various personal 
belongings scattered around. He then came 
upon a cairn containing a message left for 
him by Lt Hobson. Hobson had discovered a 
momentous written record of the Franklins 
expedition. This contained two stories, 
firstly recounting their successful progress 
up to May 1847, Sir John Franklin was still 
in command, and the record concluded 
with the words “All Well”. Then around 
the margins of the same sheet of Admiralty 
notepaper, in a different hand, was a much 
more ominous story. Nine officers and 15 
men had already died, including Franklin. The 
105 remaining personnel, now commanded 
by Captain Crozier, were setting off on 
foot the following day for the Fish River. 
This was dated 26th April 1848. A mass 
of clothing was found all around the cairn 
where the message was deposited, as though 
everything superfluous was abandoned. 
Encouraged by this discovery McClintock 
continued south along the assumed route 
of the Franklin’s men’s march. The terrain 
was very low and barren with little animal 
or plant life. Eventually he came across a 
large abandoned ship’s boat mounted upon 
a heavy sledge. The boat contained two 
skeletons, one of which was accompanied 
by two double barrelled guns which were 
loaded and cocked. There was a mass of 
equipment of all kinds, much of it of little 
usefulness to survival, (for example rolls 
of lead, and crested silver cutlery), yet this 
heavy load had been dragged about eighty 
miles by a weak, starving group of men. 
McClintock concluded that when abandoned 
the boat and the men hauling it were 
attempting to return to their stranded ship 
having run out of food, hoping to restock 
from the ship’s hold. They probably intended 
to return to the boat and its incapacitated 
occupants, but in the event were too weak 
to do so. 

It was time to return to the ‘Fox’. 
McClintock was still approximately 230 miles 
from the ‘Fox’ and the ice was beginning to 
thaw, though he was still diligently recording 
geological information on the rock types he 
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was seeing and also magnetic declination 
readings. They were having to march 
through melting slush more than knee-
deep, which made the effort to move the 
sledge very taxing for both men and dogs. 
Eventually the dogs gave up and lay down, 
refusing to move further. McClintock left 
the sledges and dogs, and with his other 
men trudged the final 19 miles back to the 
“dear, lonely, little ‘Fox’”, arriving in time for 
breakfast on 19th June, after 78 days away. 
Hobson’s group had got back on the 14th, 
with Hobson in very poor health on his 
return and unable to stand. He was suffering 
from scurvy, which started to make him 
lame after only 10 days, but he made a good 
recovery once a varied diet was instituted. 
Of Captain Young there was no sign as yet. 
His tale is probably even more heroic than 
those of McClintock or Hobson. He set 
off with six men, two sledges and six dogs, 
but realizing the extent of the area of his 
search, he sent four men and one sledge 
and the tent back to the ‘Fox’, in order 
to make his supplies last longer. However 
the increased effort, exposure and difficult 
terrain affected his health and he became 
very ill with exhaustion and scurvy. After 61 
days he had to return to the ship to recover. 
Three days later, as soon as he had partially 
regained his strength he had set out again 
with his full sledge party, against the strong 
advice of the expedition’s doctor, who 
formally recorded his objections in the log. 
Hearing this McClintock was anxious for 
Young’s safety and took a party out to search 
for him, and was delighted to meet him and 
his companions on the 27th June. He was ill 
and very weak and was having to travel on 

the sledge, but was got back on board the 
following day. He and his companions had 
had a depressing time searching a lifeless 
coastline in dismal weather and found no 
traces of the missing Franklin ships or men. 
In total Captain Young explored 380 miles 
of coastline, while Hobson and McClintock 
(who partially overlapped in their search 
area) explored another 420 miles (nautical 
miles in both cases) making a total of 800 
miles of new coastline charted and laid 
down.

Having achieved all that they could 
possibly have hoped, McClintock and the 
men of the ‘Fox’ spent July recovering their 
strength and preparing the ship for sea. 
Although the ice was melting and breaking 
up rapidly they were still held fast until 
they started drifting out with the ice on 1st 
August. In stages they made their way out 
of the pack, with some assistance from the 
steam engine which McClintock and the 
stokers had worked out how to operate by 
trial and error (both engineers having died).  
However it was not until 21st August that 
they could be sure that they were in clear 
water and on their way home, with no risk 
of being trapped for another winter. They 
called in at Godhavn, Greenland, where they 
landed their Greenlander shipmates and 
their dogs, and received a great welcome 
and wonderful hospitality as well as their 
first mail for over two years. After departing 
Godhavn the ‘Fox’ made a good passage 
back to the Channel and eventually docked 
at Blackwall on 23rd September 1859. 
Through diligent searching in very hostile 
conditions they had successfully recovered 

an enormous quantity of relics from the 
doomed Franklin expedition and had found 
a firsthand document which detailed the 
extent of that expedition’s exploration and 
the latitude and longitude of the stranding of 
one of the ships and the probable location 
of the sinking of the other. The death of 
Sir John Franklin was confirmed and the 
almost certain fate of the 105 remaining 
survivors from the Erebus and the Terror 
was determined from a number of Eskimo 
accounts which corroborated one another. 
Lt Hobson had also discovered that there 
was a navigable channel round the east and 
south of King William’s Island. This passage 
remained clear of ice in summer and would 
be a key to a viable North West Passage 
instead of the more obvious and broad 
Victoria Strait which was permanently full 
of heavy polar pack ice, and which was 
where Franklin’s ships were finally beset. All 
members of the Fox’s crew were deservedly 
awarded the Polar Medal. Three members 
of the crew had sadly died during the 
expedition, though none of these could be 
attributed to a failure of leadership, and the 
amazing achievements of this little ship and 
her crew would be a credit even with 21st 
century clothing and technology.

I hope this article about some of these 
great men, who were members of our Club, 
will have been of interest to readers of Lion 
Times. It is but one tale of epic voyages to 
found in your Club Library.  

Stuart Miller     

As time goes on, social media is becoming 
more a part of every business’s way of 
communicating and promoting. I have 
noticed over the last year or so that more 
and more of the older members are now 
using social media, even if it is only looking at 
what has been posted. I thought I would take 
this opportunity to let the members know 
how we have used this media and how we 
intend to proceed. There are many areas still 
to delve into but in the short term it would 
appear that most members are either using 
Facebook or Twitter.

CLUB COMMUNICATIONS – SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook: We have developed an 

active club Facebook page that the whole 
world sees and during the last year we 
dabbled in using the Facebook boost 
system to promote a few events and we 
intend using this more during the coming 
year. As important, we have a very active 
group Facebook page, which now has 360 
members. If you are using Facebook and 
not on the group then please search and 
join or ask for help. In the new year, we will 
host a coffee morning for those that would 
like some help or advice on social media. 
However, a point I would like to ask the 
members that are part of the group would 

be – if you see us promote an event on 
either the main page or group, it would be 
a great help if you ‘share’ rather than ‘like’. 
The reason for this is that all your friends 
will then see it. During the year, we will be 
constantly trying to promote the club and 
you, as a member, can help us do that.

Twitter: this is a ‘newsfeed’, in that it 
provides snippets or flashes of information 
with a photograph for added interest. The 
Club is @RoyalHarwichYC, if you wish  
to follow us for news and updates. 

Gordon Sutton, Commodore
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- Sew What….
- The short answer is anything and everything: in 

addition to the normal run of domestic and 
commercial fabric repairs we do:

• Bean Bags
• Pond covers
• Trailer tents and awnings
• Parasols
• Classic car hoods
• Bags
• Furniture covers
• Fire service repairs and new
• Lifestyle products
• Clothing alterations
• Curtains
• And much more call

01473 780075

Oh….and  Of course Sails and Covers for 
Boats!
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THE WOOLVERSTONE PROJECT 
“WE DO MEAN TO GO TO SEA”

The Woolverstone Project is staging a 
One Day Cruising Conference at the Royal 
Hospital School, Suffolk on 11th March 
2018. This is being organized in association 
with the Cruising Association and supported 
by Fox’s Marina and Boatyard and Royal 
Harwich Yacht Club.

Taking a cue from the recent celebrations 
of the life of Arthur Ransome, the theme 
will be – ‘We do mean to go to sea”.

The Cruising Conference will be a  
one-day celebration of cruising. During the 
day, there will be keynote speeches by Paul 
Heiney and Dave Selby among others, and 
also workshop sessions and demonstrations 
by experts in specific fields and exhibitions 
of relevant equipment and its use.  

The workshop sessions will include –

Cruising Information – weather; 
communications afloat; pilotage; buying or 
selling a yacht.

Cruising Skills – anchoring; stress-free 
sailing; suddenly alone; cooking afloat; 
liferafts; rope splicing; marine photography; 
painting and drawing on the water; 
instruments; signals; chart apps

Preparing/Maintaining Your Yacht – 
insurance; fire safety; gas system; safety 
equipment; a surveyor’s perspective; 
rigging; engine maintenance; lifejackets.

There will surely be something for 
everyone and this innovative new event 
should inspire you to get more from your 
cruising. By attending, you will be giving 
disabled people the opportunity to enjoy 
getting afloat, as all profits raised from the 
Cruising Conference will go directly to the 
Woolverstone Project. 

The Woolverstone Project is a charity, 
which provides opportunities for disabled 
sailors to take to the water in a fleet of 
specially designed sailing boats. They sail 
throughout the year, every Monday at Alton 
Water and regularly on the River Orwell 
from Woolverstone Marina, in specially 
adapted sailing dinghies. There is also a 
motor powered  “Wheely Boat” which can 
take up to nine wheelchairs and give some 
seriously disabled clients the chance to 
experience a taste of action on the river.

In 2016 the project provided 417 sailing 
sessions for 1350 sailors and 1055 carers, 
all assisted by 406 volunteers. As we go 
to press, the figures for 2017 are not yet 
available but they will exceed those from 
last year considerably.

This is a project which deserves our 
support.  
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‘Flight of Ufford’ is one of the most 
admired boats in the club marina.  One of 
these boats that turn heads and the reasons 
are obvious -  the sleek lines, highly polished 
hull and varnished woodwork and the 
quality of the build speak for themselves.

‘Flight’ is the personal yacht of Sean 
McMillan, a club member and the founder 
of Spirit Yachts, who build classic luxury 
yachts on the island at Ipswich.

When the firm was started by Sean 
and a friend, in a barn at Saxmundham 
24 years ago, they started by building 37’ 
and 46’ models but after building twenty-
two of these, they moved to the building 
of 50’ plus one-off designs. Each boat is 
built of wood to an individual design and 
specification agreed with the prospective 
owner, after discussion with Sean.

FLIGHT TO THE 
CARIBBEAN

The process begins with freehand 
sketches drawn by Sean, who originally 
studied fine art, before working for a while 
as an illustrator in London. That role did not 
fulfil his love of aesthetics, which he now 
engages in his designs. To date, there are 
sixty six Spirits and the latest and largest at 
111’ is being built at present at Ipswich.

Sean’s own sailing life began at Rye in a 
Merlin dinghy, 14’ long with a beam of 7’, 
which at one time hung on his living room 
wall. In this, he competed regularly during 
his teenage years, before he built a 48’ Yawl 
on which he lived for eight years, based 
in the Mediterranean while creating an 
advertising agency, a job that he hated.

So he made the leap and formed 
McMillan Yachts at Snape where they built 
15 yachts before the business folded as 

a result of the market depression in the 
1990’s. However, that led to the formation 
of Spirit Yachts. He and his friend built an 
ultra-light 37’ yacht, which they took to the 
Dusseldorf Boat Show and sold. The new 
company was then up and running and over 
the last 24 years, they have built 66 Spirits, 
11 each at 37’ and 46’ but since then all of 
the boats have been 50’ plus. The boats are 
aimed at the classic cruiser/racer fraternity 
and no expense is spared in the build or 
the fittings. Sean estimates that two thirds 
of their boats are raced and one third are 
purely cruisers.

The yacht currently being built at Ipswich 
will really be something new. At 111’ it will 
be the largest Spirit yet and it will be totally 
electrically driven. Sean says this is no 
experiment. It will be powered by a bank of 

Exciting racing in warm waters
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batteries made by BMW, which have a nine 
year warranty. The batteries will be charged 
from the propeller and the batteries alone 
will drive the boat for 20-30 miles, although 
the boat will also be fitted with a small 
generator for emergencies. The boat’s 
services will be able to run on the batteries 
for four days.

The success of Spirit yachts is down to 
the fact that classic racing is growing around 
the world while racing in other classes is 
declining. There are good handicap series 
staged in various locations each year and 
with the handicaps well matched, the racing 
is very competitive.

One of the most popular regattas has 
been staged annually in Antigua since 1970 
and three years ago, Sean took ‘Flight of 
Ufford’ and six other Spirits to the US 
Virgin Islands by ship. Two other yachts 
went over by sea to make a racing fleet of 
nine boats in a Spirit Regatta which took 
place in Antigua, a popular base for racing 
in the Caribbean. The facilities at English 
Harbour are good and conditions are ideal, 
with big seas and high-speed racing.

“Flight’ was very successful against her 
sister yachts and the racing experience can 
be seen in some of the photos with this 
article. In full racing mode, she carries a 
crew of 9 and a suit of nine sails.

Sean has been to the Caribbean 
many times and he has cruised the area 
extensively. His favourite island is Union in 
the Grenadines for its unspoilt Caribbean 
flavour and the wonderful beach at 
Chatham Bay. He also likes the quiet charm 
of Bequia, another of the smaller islands in 
the Grenadines.

Sean has no specific sailing plans for the 
future but aims to spend next year on the 
South coast where there will be a classic 
regatta fleet based in the West country. 
After that, he would like to return to 
Antigua and the Caribbean one more time 
before he might turn to ventures new.

He met his wife, Jenny, on a plane. They 
were both divorced and Sean has a son and 
daughter, both in their thirties. Sean says 
Jenny is a very good navigator and they have 
cruised extensively together.

His next aim may be to design and build a 
motorboat for the French canals. Sean sees 
this as a new challenge. He is not planning 
an average canal cruiser but a luxury 
version of around 40’, which will be both 
economical to run and manoeuvrable in the 
canals.  

And it must be comfortable for two, plus 
two dogs.

‘Flight of Ufford’ at rest

Downwind in the sunshine
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Graham’s sailing career began 47 
years ago when he was a pupil at 
Woolverstone Hall School. 

He hated rugby and although he was 
encouraged to develop his talents on the 
cricket field, he was able to choose sailing 
as an alternative sport. He says he was 
always watching the club racing and hanging 
around the riverfront, looking to hitch a 
ride as crew. His chance came when Neil 
Davies was stuck for a crew one day and 
Graham jumped at the chance to join him 
on his National 12. He didn’t tell Neil that 
he had never been in a sailing dinghy before 
that day - he admitted it to him ten years 
later. That first experience led to a regular 
weekly slot as crew to Mike Purton in his 
National 12 and attending the 1970 national 
championships in Llandudno.

Meanwhile at school, Graham joined 
the sailing team and, after a determined 
campaign, he was elected team captain. 
His big achievement was to build his own 
National 12 in the school’s woodwork 
shop. The school expected him to build 
an Enterprise  dinghy to augment their 
fleet but Graham, with what must have 
been an early demonstration of his natural 
stubbornness, acquired a National 12 kit 
and built it single-handed, after his partner 
broke his arm and was unable to help. He 
obtained a cast-off mast and scrounged 
various pieces of kit from club members 
and he was off and sailing.

LION LEGEND
GRAHAM IRELAND

At this time, he joined the RHYC and by 
1973, at the age of 16, joined the sailing 
committee. This was at a time when the 
club had a strong fleet of National 12’s. 
David East and Chris Brown had success in 
national events and Graham learned from 
racing against them every week.

In 1982, he became Class captain for the 
National 12’s and that year, out of twenty 
boats in the dinghy park, a fleet of  6-10 
boats turned out for the weekly racing. 
Graham is a great advocate for class racing 
and regrets that so much of the club’s 

racing these days is based upon a handicap 
fleet.

However, in the course of that season, 
Graham fell from grace. He admits that 
his career at Royal Harwich has been a 
roller-coaster and that peaked with a new 
boat in that year, but after some racing 
incidents Graham found himself no longer 
welcome at the club. His response was 
perhaps typical. He took his boat to Pin Mill 
and launched it from there every week and 
joined the club’s races as an unrecognised  
entrant. He compounded the situation by 
writing a winter series report including his 
own result and having his account published 
verbatim in “Yachts and Yachting”. The 
stand-off continued for an astonishing eight 
years until the rift was healed and he was 
reinstated into the club.

He then raced his N12 for the next ten 
years in the club fleet until there were only 
two such boats competing  and with his 
being by that time an old boat, he was not 
competitive and that did not suit Graham. 
So, having bought a Laser in 1995 to sail 
when he had no crew, the N12 was retired 
after the 2000 national championships and 
the next stage of his sailing career began.

Graham has gone on to become the old 
man of the club’s dinghy fleet and, at 61, 
he is still the most consistent winner. In 
2017, he dominated once again by sheer 
persistence, winning the Spring, Summer, 

A familiar sight - Graham with 
his trophies

And in action on the Laser

LION TIMES ~ Winter 2017-18

30



Autumn and Midweek series by simply 
doing more races than everyone else. His 
last significant competition away from the 
club was at the Laser Masters national 
championship two years ago but these 
days he concentrates on club racing.  He 
comments that winning often depends on 
the start and for important events applies 
the performance enhancing effects of 
adrenalin which gives about a 2 minute 
boost of energy and if matched with 
concentration gives enough edge over the 
rest of the field to pop out into clear air 
for the rest of the 1st leg. His rivals find 
him then at his most aggressive, reflecting 
the competitive nature, which has upset 
some in the club over the years.  Graham 
is the first to admit that he owes part of his 
consistent success to his experience and 
knowledge of the river conditions. He has 
tried to pass on that experience to some of 
his younger rivals and is pleased to see that 
a couple of them can beat him these days – 
sometimes!

Within the club, Graham continues to be 
a controversial character. He has served on 
the Sailing Committee as N12 class captain,  
Laser Class Captain, fixture secretary & 
sailing secretary but his outspoken views 

have not always been welcomed. He stood 
for election as a Rear Commodore but 
did not receive support from that year’s 
AGM, an outcome which he fully anticpated 
despite feeling that at the time he could 
drive the club forward in the sporting arena 
far better from a position where his ideas 
would carry more weight. 

When new blood was required for 
running major events as OOD Graham 
stepped up and ran both Junior week and 
the N12, Lark, Firefly events. These were 
attracting 60 to 80 entrants at that time and 
Graham introduced some new operating 
practices to that role which are now widely 
used by other OOD’s. The objective was 
always to put the views and requirements 
of the competitors first, treat them as the 
paying customers and give them exactly 
what they want. Usually that meant getting 
varied race courses and back to back racing 
without delays between races for any 
reason. 

He has strong views about racing at 
RHYC and is keen to see it flourish. He 
feels that much depends on controlling 
costs for younger sailors and feels that entry 
fees for the club’s events will always be an 

issue affecting the size of  fleets.

Away from the water Graham has had a 
career as an electronic design engineer and 
is referred to by some of his younger rivals 
as “Rocket Scientist”, reflecting his work on 
guided missile control systems 30 odd years 
ago.  He thinks he has enjoyed success 
on the water partly through applying his 
professional planning skills. Graham’s Dutch 
wife, Jannie, has no interest in sailing and 
is seldom seen at the club but his daughter 
Sabrina aka “Mini”, now aged 19, has been 
sailing since she was 8 years old with some 
success.

No doubt, Graham will continue as a 
competitive and successful racer for years 
to come. No doubt too, his forthright views 
on the running of the club and its future 
will continue to divide opinion. Perhaps 
that strong character and stubborn streak 
lie behind his substantial and ever growing 
collection of trophies.

Graham Ireland – A Lion Legend 
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The club’s Cruise in Company season 
started with a well-attended lunch in early 
April. In all, 20 boats took part in the twelve 
different cruises over the year with the best 
turnout being once again at Woodbridge (9 
boats) but surprisingly the intended foreign 
trip to Holland was equally well supported. 
This year we had two one-day sails, which 
included a shake-down sail to Harwich Pier 
with lunch at the Pier Hotel and a ‘race’ 
around Rough Tower.

We had weekend sails to all the usual 
haunts such as Bradwell, West Mersea, 
Brightlingsea and Orford etc and there 
were two longer cruises to London and a 
nine-day or two week cruise to Holland. 
In all the weather was very kind to us 
except for the cancelled storm-torn trip to 
Holland, which is fully reported elsewhere 
in this magazine.

I would like to thank all of the various 
leaders of the cruises for their support, 
the booking of berths and the culinary 
arrangements. Nigel Seary led the first 
cruise to have a Safari Supper on board  
the boats, which proved a great success.

Next year, it is intended to have a 
midweek cruise and also to have a  
foreign trip.

CRUISE IN 
COMPANY 2017
ALLAN JONES

“WINDRUSH” rounding  
Roughs Tower

The CiC crews gathered at Woodbridge - 

above deck ....

.... And below!

The author leading the fleet
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RHYC - JUNIOR WEEK 2017

Record entries and keen competition
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Four RHYC members were among a 
group of 14 young sailors who recently 
travelled to Australia, taking part in a 
competitive sailing tour representing The 
Royal Hospital School.

Ashley Deaton, Dan Patten and Tabo and 
Guy Parker joined the group, who were 
away for a little over two weeks; traveling 
from Melbourne to Sydney whilst team and 
fleet racing against a total of 15 local schools 
and sailing clubs.

MELBOURNE
The tour started with a week in 

Melbourne, where the RHS sailors were 
being hosted by St Leonards College. 
During the week, the sailors trained and 
competed in Pacer dinghies at Albert 
Park Sailing Club (home of the Australian 
Grand Prix), Sandringham Yacht Club, and 
Sorrento Sailing and Couta Boat Club; 
Australia’s biggest yacht club. The week 
culminated with participation in the Helen 
Middleton Trophy series, the main inter-
schools team racing series in Victoria. On 
top of the time on the water there was 
also time to see the sights; visiting St Kilda 
beach, taking a road trip along the Great 
Ocean Road, trying their hand at surf  
life-saving, and exploring Melbourne.   

The two RHS teams made a fantastic start 
to the tour; and were undefeated when 
heading into the Helen Middleton Trophy 
series, the first major regatta of the trip, 
having already beaten Geelong Grammar 
School and St Leonards Collage and drawn 
with Mentone Grammar School. This run 
of form continued at the regatta, where the 
two RHS teams were competing in both 
gold and silver fleets. Both teams dominated 
their respective fleets; RHS 2nd’s had some 
tight racing in the silver fleet, but kept their 
cool and remained unbeaten to comfortably 
win the division.  Whilst RHS 1st’s showing 
that they had improved during the week, 
by beating Mentone Grammar School in the 
final to take the overall regatta win. 

CANBERRA
The next stop of the tour was Canberra, 

where an inter-schools fleet racing regatta 
was being put on in honour of our visit. 
Sailors from six local schools formed a fleet 
of 25 boats. It was the RHYC sailors who 
showed the Ozzies how it is done, with 
Dan and Ashley battling for the honours at 
the top of the fleet. It was eventually Ashley 

SUCCESS DOWN UNDER

who took the overall win, with Dan in 2nd 
and another RHS boat in 3rd. 

SYDNEY

For the final leg of the tour we travelled 
to Sydney, where we spent a week being 
hosted by sailors from The Scots College. 
The highlights of the week included yacht 
racing on Sydney Harbour, surfing near 
Manly Beach, fleet racing in Elliot 7m 
keelboats and a visit to the Opera House. 
The main competition on the water came 
against our hosts, Scots College, who were 
1st and 2nd at the recent Australian schools 
nationals. After spending a day training 
with Scots it was clear that they would be 
tougher opposition than we had faced so far 
on the tour. However it was RHS who took 
the first win, beating Scots overall in a fleet 
racing regatta in Elliot 7m’s. Again, it was 
Ashley’s boat that led the RHS team.

The final day of the tour saw the teams 
compete in the biggest team racing regatta 
of the trip, competing for the Arthur Phillip 
Cup, a prize donated by RHS and named 
after the first governor of New South 
Wales, an old boy of the school. RHS were 
joined by teams from five schools from the 

Sydney area. Again the 2nd team, featuring 
Guy and Tabo, were racing in the silver 
fleet, where they comfortably qualified 
into the final, against Cranbrook Grammar 
School 1st team. In a best of three fixture, 
it came down to the final race, which RHS 
were unfortunate to lose due to some 
confusion amongst the team at the last 
mark rounding. Finishing 2nd in the silver 
fleet among a number of 1sts teams is a 
good result. The 1st’s team, featuring Dan 
and Ashley qualified into the gold fleet, and 
comfortably made their way into the final, 
versus Scots College 1st team.  This was 
again a best of three fixture and was very 
closely fought.  Unfortunately it was Scots 
who got the better of the fixture, winning 
2-0, and meaning RHS finished the regatta 
2nd overall.

After two weeks of traveling the RHS 
sailors flew home. On the water they have 
benefited from sailing at a range of venues 
and can proudly say that they were only 
beaten by one school. Off the water, they 
made friends with a number of Australia 
sailors, experienced the Australian culture 
and hopefully developed a taste for traveling 
whilst seeing the opportunities that sailing 
can offer. 

Racing in Sydney Harbour
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NIGEL AND SARAH MARTIN

July is often a busy month, particularly 
at weekends, but spotting a few clear days 
in the diary, we took the opportunity for 
a short mid-week cruise and this is a brief 
account of our trip.  Part of the plan was to 
make our first exploration of Landermere 
Creek.   

The tides worked perfectly for an 
afternoon sail up the Stour.  ‘Half Moon’ 
our 21’ gaff cutter, duly victualled, slipped 
her RHYC swinging mooring at 1310 to 
catch the last of the ebb down the Orwell.  
Inevitably the wind was from the SW which 
meant a beat downriver.  Our reward 
was a blissful F3 beam reach all the way 
to Wrabness where at 1610 we selected a 
vacant mooring. This is one of our favourite 
overnight stops.  We have always been able 
to find a free mooring in plenty of water 
quite close to the beach and it is blissfully 
peaceful. 

Having pumped up our tiny inflatable we 
were soon ashore for a walk.  We headed 
up-river along the beach and returned via 
a footpath to the back of the beach houses 
and then down to the beach via the slipway.    
Back on board it was time for tea and 
“boat cake” (so called because it has been a 
feature of all our camping, caravanning and 
sailing expeditions over many years). This 
was swiftly followed by sundowners and 
supper.

IN THE WALTON CHANNEL
The passage plan for the following 

morning meant a midday departure for the 
Walton Backwaters to make use of the ebb 
down the Stour.   There was therefore time 
for a longer walk, this time heading inland 
and offered beautiful views of the river from 
higher ground.   Back on board a favourable 
wind direction allowed us to hoist the main 
whilst still on the mooring.  We always 
try to do this if possible and can often 
manage a very peaceful departure under 
sail.  With a northerly F2 we made sedate 
progress downriver.  A ten minute nudge 
from the engine was required at Parkston 
as with light wind and a slackening tide we 
needed to clear the docks before the tide 
turned.  With the new flood behind us and a 

favourable wind direction we were able to 
sail all the way into the Walton Channel.  At 
1610 we picked up vacant mooring half way 
up the channel.  A debate followed about 
further exploration by tender but we opted 
to stay on board for tea and cake followed 
by sundowners and supper.  Watching the 
birdlife feeding at the water’s edge just 
a few feet away was real treat. We often 
anchor at Stone point during the day but 
picking up a buoy gives us a more restful 
night.  

A SURPRISE IN THE WALTON 
BACKWATERS

An earlier start was needed the next 
morning as the tides worked perfectly for 
our first exploration of Landermere Creek.  
We slipped the mooring at 0910 but with 
not a breath of wind we motored round 
into Hamford water.  Having studied both 
the chart and East Coast Pilot we knew that 
immediately west of the entrance to Kirby 
Creek there is a mud bar where the spit 
from Skippers Island has broadened across 
the main channel.  Keeping towards the 
northern bank over the bar we cautiously 
entered the creek for the first time.  As 
we crept further along the western side of 
Skippers Island we spotted a Drascombe 
Drifter at anchor.  However, the lady 
topping-up her all over tan had not spotted 
us and there followed much scrabbling 
about for clothing!  Further into the creek 
our depth began falling rapidly and although 
the tide was still flooding we decided that 
with just 40cms of water beneath us it was 

time to retreat.  By 1025 we were safely 
back in Hamford Water and once anchored 
we enjoyed a well deserved breakfast.  A 
little later the Drascombe came sailing out 
and gave us a cheery wave.  Landermere 
Creek is an interesting little backwater and 
next time we will explore more extensively 
by dinghy.

HOME FOR TEA
After breakfast, with the inflatable 

stowed below, it was time to leave so 
we could use the ebb tide out of the 
Backwaters and catch the flood up the 
Orwell.  As we prepared to weigh anchor 
we spotted an ominous black cloud 
approaching from the north so we donned 
waterproofs and put a precautionary reef 
in the mainsail.  Fortunately we only caught 
the very edge of the rain even though 
the cranes at the docks had completely 
disappeared!  We were soon able to shake 
out the reef and enjoy a lovely sail up the 
Orwell.  At 1700 we picked up our mooring 
and toasted a wonderful three days sailing 
and exploration with more tea and cake.

The trip was only about 30 NM in total 
but epitomised just how much stress-free 
fun can be had with a small boat making 
best use of the tides.  Our small inflatable, 
at 1.8m long, takes up very little room and 
is stowed in the forepeak.  It is quick and 
easy to inflate and deflate and as a result 
gets regular use.  It allows us to go ashore 
for walks and swimming from the beach 
and is every bit as essential as cake. 

CRUISING IN A  
SMALL BOAT
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TRINITY HOUSE
Anyone who has been out to sea beyond 

Harwich harbour will have noticed that 
the buoyage system does not stop after 
you leave the jurisdiction of the port.  The 
organisation responsible for maintaining the 
buoyage system in English waters is Trinity 
House.  Trinity House has three main roles; 
firstly it is the General Lighthouse Authority 
for England, Wales, the Channel Islands and 
Gibraltar.  It is responsible for providing 
and maintaining a wide range of aids to 
navigation including nearly 500 navigation 
buoys, over 60 light houses, light vessels and 
the Differential Global Positioning System 
(DGPS) as well as contractual arrangements 
to perform the important task of inspecting 
a further 300 buoys maintained by port and 
harbour authorities, utility companies and 
by oil/gas rig and wind farm operators; and 
secondly it is a Charitable organisation for 
the safety, welfare and training of mariners 
and relief of those who are in financial 
distress.  It is the UK’s largest-endowed 
maritime charity spending over £4M each 
year on its charitable activities. And thirdly, 
for the working mariner, Trinity House is a 
licensing authority for Deep Sea Pilots.

Trinity House has its headquarters at 
Tower Hill, London which has stood since 
1795.  Its main operational base is in 
Harwich.  In order to perform its sea based 
functions it operates 3 ships: THV Patricia, 
with an overall length of 86m, and gross 
tonnage of 2541 and with an endurance 
of 21 days, the 80m long THV Galetea, 
with gross tonnage of 3672 tonnes and an 
endurance of 35 days and the 39m long 
THV Alert, with an endurance of 5 days.  
Both THV Patricia and THV Galetea have 
cranes on board capable of lifting all types 
of buoys whereas the rapid interventional 
tender Alert has a 3.5 tonne capacity crane.

Trinity House works in close cooperation 
with the Commissioners of Irish Lights and 
the Northern Lighthouse Board in Scotland 
and Isle of Man through an organisation 
called the General Lighthouse Authority 
to provide complete coverage around 
the British Isles.  The combined fleet of 6 
vessels, of which Trinity House supplies 3, 
Ireland 1:  Granuaile and Scotland 2: the 
NLV Pharos and NLV Pole Star, provides a 

A VOYAGE ON THV PATRICIA
BRAM VAN DER HAVE

24/7 365 days per year safety watch around 
the coast.  It is interesting to note that THV 
Galetea, ILV Granuaile and NLV Pharos are 
sister ships all built in the early to mid-
2000’s at the Gdansk Shipyard.  Between 
the three authorities their respective 
navigation aid schedules are closely 
coordinated ensuring no sea area is left out 
of quick reach in case of an emergency.

HISTORY
Trinity House is an independent 

corporation with nearly 500 years of 
expertise in maritime safety.  It was granted 
a Royal Charter in 1514. Trinity House 
is ruled by a court of thirty-one Elder 
Brethren, presided over by the Master HRH 
the Princess Royal.   Day to day operations 
are directed by the Deputy Master.  The 
Elder Brethren are appointed from 300 
Younger Brethren who act as advisors 
and perform other duties as needed. The 
Younger Brethren are appointed from lay 
people with maritime experience, mainly 
naval officers and ships’ masters, but 
also harbourmasters, pilots, yachtsmen, 
and anyone with useful experience.  In 
former days the Elder Brethren went on 
6 weeks inspection tours.  Thus suitable 
accommodation was provided on the 
THV fleet.  Since these inspection tours 
have changed, Trinity House has formed a 
Leisure Services department, which runs 
the Patricia Voyages and also operates 
Lighthouse Visitor Centres and lettings. 

LIFE ON BOARD
Patricia is the Trinity House flagship 

and carries up to 12 passengers as she 
completes her vital work.  Guests can view 
her normal duties and are offered a tour of 
the complete ship which includes the galley, 
workshops, engine room, crew quarters 
and the working deck.  Passengers have 
unlimited access to the bridge, however 
occasionally, for instance when there is 
a pilot on board when entering a major 
port, this right of entry may be denied.  
There is ample room on board to relax 
and passengers have a dedicated lounge 
opening out to the helicopter deck, which 
doubles as a viewing or sun deck when no 

helicopter service is taking place.  Guests 
have their own dedicated galley, cook and 
very elegant dining room with a steward 
who can be called upon by pressing the bell 
under the table!  It takes some knee work 
to locate it!

OUR VOYAGE
Penny and I joined THV Patricia at 

Southampton and steamed up the Western 
Solent where we anchored easterly of 
Newtown Bay.  The following morning we 
proceeded to the starboard lateral mark, 
Curnard Ledge Lightbuoy and then on to 
Cowes for a change of Captain.  The new 
Captain familiarised himself with the ship 
on the short cruise towards the Needles 
in brilliant late afternoon sun light which 
produced some spectacular photos. The 
night was spent again anchored in the 
Western Solent.  The following morning we 
lifted anchor at 8am and headed through 
the Hurst channel towards the larger “class 
1” Fairway buoy marking the centre of the 
Western entrance to the Solent. Using the 
boat’s bow thruster and specialist navigation 
system, THV Patricia arrived alongside the 
buoy at zero speed and the crew attached 
the necessary lines to lift the buoy.  

This 15m tall buoy, weighing 14 tonne, 
was hoisted up using the boats crane, 
cleaned with a high pressure water jet; 
light, battery and solar panel checked and 
both chain and 8 tonne sinker lifted and 
inspected.  Where necessary, shackles 
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or chain were replaced and then the 
buoy was put back in the water.  During 
the remainder of the day, 3 other buoys 
- Shingle Elbow, Mid Shingle and the 
NE Single – were also serviced.  A man-
overboard drill was practised with the crew 
launching its support boat to retrieve the 
casualty. Anchor was finally dropped at 
around 17.30 hours.  During the remainder 
of the week, a further 12 buoys were 
serviced en route from Christchurch Bay, 
south of the Isle of Wight via the Channel 
Traffic Separation zone to Dover. These 
were a mixture of lateral marks, cardinal 
buoys and yellow special marks.  Two of 
them were channel markings indicating 
the start of the Channel separation zone 
and two of them were marking a CEFAS 
information-collecting buoy.

Trinity House takes its charitable status 
very serious, not only looking after retired 
seafarers but also training young mariners.  
On our Patricia voyage we had 4 cadets:  
one lady in the crew’s galley training to be 
a cook, one lady in the engine room hoping 
to qualify as a ship’s engineer, one chap on 
his way to become an electrician including 
ships’ IT systems and one university student 
training to obtain the necessary papers 

to become a senior ship’s officer doing 
4 month on THV Patricia before joining 
a cruise ship’s bridge complement for a 
similar period.   When talking to the various 
trainees, one could not be other than highly 
impressed with the positive feedback they 
provided about working for Trinity House, 
even to the point of commenting how good 
it was to be grilled by “the Old Man” about 
Coll Regs, chapter X, subsection Y, after 
only receiving less than 24 hours’ notice!”

We were very impressed with the ship’s 
crew’s attitude to Health and Safety.  On 
our arrival we were told to fetch our life 
jackets and survival suits and shown where 
the life raft and lifeboats were stored.  
During the trip, the foam fire extinguishers 
were tested on the helicopter deck.  From 
the bridge, it was evident that the crew 
working on the deck when servicing buoys 
took wearing of lifejackets, helmets and 
protective clothing seriously and colleagues 
appeared to check each other.  On one 
occasion, the cadet on the bridge noticed 
a crew member not wearing his helmet 
and asked the Captain whether it was his 
duty to note his observation.  The Captain 
was on the Bridge to Deck tannoy instantly, 
giving orders in no uncertain terms to the 

First mate and crew member concerned.  
Subsequently he addressed the Cadet - 
“You were absolutely right to pass on your 
observation.  Implementation of safety 
on the ship is one of the Bridge’s primary 
duties.  Well done.”

The voyage on THV Patricia was a unique 
experience.  The combination of a friendly 
ship and crew only too willing to share their 
experiences, old fashioned hospitality and 
amazing service makes it feel as if you take 
a step back into bye-gone era.

A Dealer, Unit 25 , Harbour front,

Coast Road, Anycity AD6 XYZ

T: 023 9258 4334
www.dealerwebsite.com

Dealer logo

With genuine Volvo Penta parts, fitted by a trained and certified Volvo
Penta engineer, your engine will remain fully protected.

Your local Volvo Penta Centre has more than 100,000 marine parts &
accessories just a click away, with live stock levels and next day delivery.

To find out more about repair, service, warranties, parts and engines
please call us on 023 9258 4334

GENUINE PROTECTION
FOR YOUR INVESTMENT

We stock the UK’s largest range of genuine Volvo Penta parts and spares … 

With genuine Volvo Penta parts, fitted by a trained and certified 
Volvo Penta engineer, your engine will remain fully protected.

Your local Volvo Penta centre has more than 100,000 marine parts 
& accessories, with live stock available and next day delivery.

To find out more about repair, service, warranties, parts and 
engines please call us on +44 (0)1621 869756

WOODROLFE RD 
TOLLESBURY 
T. 01621 869756

email: sales@volspec.co.uk  www.volspec.co.uk
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Fyrklöver 1 was a Carter 30 which we 
bought in Holland when we lived there as 
a family in the 1980’s and since then we 
have been regular visitors to Dutch waters 
so Holland was the obvious first country to 
visit in our new motor boat Fyrklover V1. 
In June 2011, we headed across the N Sea, 
crewed by Anita, Kenny and Michael, keen 
to learn about her seagoing capabilities. 

CALM SEAS
The crossing was perfect for a motorboat 

with calm seas and hazy sunny weather, 
taking just over 8 hours for the 85 n miles 
passage, stopping off at Blankenberge in 
Belgium. On to Vlissingen the next day, 
running on the WesterSchelde flood tide 
into the Kanaal door Walcheren. Arrived at 
picturesque Veere in the late afternoon for 
a G and T before violent thunderstorms and 
low temperatures sent everyone scurrying 
for shelter.

AMSTERDAM
Our outbound destination was 

Amsterdam so we headed next for 
Dordrecht, reaching Amsterdam in a few 
days by taking the faster commercial barge 
route via the Lek and the Amsterdam - 
Rijnkanaal. We moored up on the Amstel 
river at a small boatyard which has since 
been developed for houses. Kristina and 
family, who lived in Amsterdam at the time, 
joined us for several days local cruising 
and then Judith and family came up from 
Spain to see the new boat and then we 
had a family dinner for 12 on board. Kenny 
left the next day, the grandchildren back 
to school, so Anita and I planned our 
homeward trip.

BIESBOSCH RESERVE
We continued south on the Amstel 

joining the Aar Kanaal, arriving at Goude, 
well worth the visit to see the historic 
buildings of the Grote Markt. After Goude, 

RETURN TO 
HOLLAND
MICHAEL ABRAHAMS

we locked out on the tidal Hollandse Ijssel 
east of Rotterdam and then locking back 
into Dordrecht after negotiating a series of 
lifting bridges controlled by a central point, 
good VHF communications being essential. 
In Dordrecht we were joined by our Dutch 
friends Hans and Janie for a cruise through 
the Biesbosch nature reserve which we had 
never visited, having previously had fixed 
mast yachts. Very peaceful cruising along at 
4 knts among the islands and the trees. We 
exited on to the Amer to spend the night at 
Drimmelen in a modern marina. 

We then headed SW under the Moerdijk 
bridge in squally conditions to the Volkerak 
locks but at the Krammer set of locks, 
there was at least a 2 hour wait so we 
changed plans and went down the Schelde 
- Rijnkanaal passing Niew Vossemeer where 
we used to live to spend a very pleasant 
evening in Tholen.

From Tholen we locked out onto the 
Oster Schelde and across to Wemeldinge, 
where Hans and Janie returned home and 
we were met by Dick, an old colleague, 
and his wife Birgitta and entertained on 
their yacht ‘Tartan’ which they kept in 
the marina. We had a couple of lazy days 
enjoying the excellent seafood and fresh 

cherries. Then it was time to say our 
goodbyes and continue on home. First 
doubling back to Yerseke for 500 litres 
diesel from a fuel barge then on to the 
inland harbour of Goes. The following 
day we were in Middleburg and the good 
weather deserted us and gales and rain 
continued for the next 2 days. Chum 
Borges joined us for the return passage so 
we dropped down to Vlissingen but it was 
too stormy for us to cross. Forecast was 
Thames F 8 but dropping to F 4/5 SW.

ROUGH SEAS
We locked out the next morning at 0700 

to test conditions; the seas were lumpy but 
the wind had died away. We set off but I 
had forgotten how the estuary seas can still 
be very rough after a gale. We had a very 
slow bouncy passage down the coast as far 
as Zeebrugge but the seas began to ease so 
we could increase speed to about 10 knots 
and eventually we moored up on our berth 
at RHYC at 18.30. Anita was not very happy 
for the first 3 hours.

For our first foreign trip, we covered 500 
n. miles and consumed a\about 900 litres of 
diesel.
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OPEN 
5 DAYS A WEEK

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
QUALITY DINING AND LUXURIOUS ACCOMMODATION

01473 780 400
Red Lion, Main Road, Chelmondiston, Suffolk, IP9 1DX

The Red Lion is situated at the heart of  the 
attractive village of  Chelmondiston, opposite the 

village store Hollingsworths. It is not far from 
Woolverstone marina and within a short walking 

distance of  the banks of  the River Orwell

Our aim is to provide affordable, good food.  
The emphasis is on flavour and quality of  
ingredients, all prepared in our kitchen. 

Vegetarians are catered for and if  there is 
something you see on our menu that you wish 

cooked differently, we are happy to 
accommodate any reasonable request.

Enjoy a relaxing and restful stay in this beautifully 
converted little barn, located in the lovely Suffolk 

countryside

/theredlionchelmondiston
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JOINT WINTER TALKS  
ROYAL HARWICH/ CRUISING ASSOCIATION

From October to March each winter 
we have a series of predominantly 
nautical talks, and outings arranged by and 
welcoming Members of both Royal Harwich 
Yacht Club and Cruising Association, their 
guests and friends.               

So far this winter we have: 
VOYAGED ON SB VICTOR 
FOR WILDLIFE WATCHING TO 
HAMFORD WATER

The Weather contributed, and the 
day could not have been better! Warm 
Sunshine, a light breeze to fill the sails and 
with Rick Vonk to identify them, we saw 
many special birds: red-throated diver, black 
and bar-tailed godwit, the little turnstone, 
knot & dunlin, marsh harrier, buzzards, and 
hundreds of the once rare avocet.

LAUGHED WITH JIM LAWRENCE, 
BARGEMASTER Jimmy’s vivid stories of 
his sailing career were completed with lively 
actions and historical artefacts.  As a 13 year 
old boy he created a catamaran from 2 fuel 
tanks, discarded from British aircraft. At 15 
he began his career trading in Sailing Barges, 
first as a Mate, but Skipper 3 years later. 

HEARD CAPT IAN MCNAUGHT 
TALK ON CUNARD AND 
TRINITY HOUSE..

There was a full house again when 
Captain McNaught presented an absorbing 
& humorous review of his nautical life. 
From the age of 14, when he had work 
experience, he was set on going to sea. 
He started local, as a Cadet, on tankers 
in the North East, sailed all over the 
world, eventually moving from the spartan 

accommodation of a trading vessel to being 
a young officer on  QE2  with carpeted 
corridors & a private cabin. 

Capt Mcnaught is now the Deputy 
Master of Trinity house. In 1514 Henry 
V111 gave the original Royal Charter, which 
was to defend our seas from foreigners and 
Scots.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SATURDAY 20 JANUARY | “Two’s Company”   Martin & Elizabeth Bevan. Some high & low lights of 50,000 miles 
circumnavigating the Globe over seven years. Boat preparation, provisioning, maintenance in exotic places, navigation, long passages.

THURSDAY 25 JANUARY  | “The Antarctic, Pioneers of Sailing in the Southern Ocean”. Paul Rodhouse. A biological 
oceanographer, Paul will talk of the early days of adventurous cruising in South Atlantic, from mid 1960s.  You may, like me, yearn to 
see the snow, and to hear about the sailors, like Bob Tilman, who intrepidly took small boats there. 

THURSDAY 8 FEBRUARY | “Pepys and Charles ll’s Navy”. Dr J David Davies, historian, has specialised in and written 
about the Restoration Period.  Pepys is relevant for us East coast sailors as he was a Naval Administrator, Member of Parliament for 
Harwich & also, briefly, Master of Trinity House. 

SATURDAY 17 FEBRUARY | Near & Far and Photo Competition. Talks by Members of their exploits in waters nearby and 
far away and also the Annual Photo Competition. Always enjoyable and convivial.

SATURDAY 3 MARCH | Lady Jan Clare to the Lofoten Islands. Chris Brown

SATURDAY 10 MARCH  | Crewing Meeting. A chance for prospective Skippers and Crew to meet face to face and plan Cruises 
next season. No charge but booking necessary.

THURSDAY 15 MARCH  | Evening visit to an Observatory with the local Astronomical Society. Highly praised visit with very 
informative guide. But can take limited numbers. Use own transport, and be prepared for stairclimbing. £5 per head. Booking open.

SATURDAY  MARCH 17  | “The Orwell River”. Stuart Grimwade, director of Ipswich Maritime Trust, and creator of its 
Image Archive, will talk on ‘A History of the Ipswich River in Photographs’. The Archive continues to grow, and for this talk Stuart 
will show some of the earliest images of the river and the port, together with some of his latest finds as well as those shown in his 
recent appearance on the BBC’s ‘Great Railway Journeys’ with Michael Portillo.

Saturday evening talks start at 2000, bar open 1800 Supper at 1645

Thursday morning talks start at 1130. Coffee & cake 1100, Lunch from 1300

Bookings open 90 days before an event. If fully booked for the meal, it is usually possible to book a space just for the talk. 
All bookings are made on the RHYC website. royalharwichyachtclub.co.uk or if necessary call the club office - 01473 780319. 

Marc Plummer at the helm of SB Victor
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BOOK REVIEW
REVIEW OF ‘THE CRUISE OF THE NAROMIS’ BY GEORGE JONES

A most enjoyable read which provokes 
many questions. Was this just a purposeless 
leisure cruise in the Baltic in August 1939 
or a planned reconnaissance of Baltic 
naval bases with the deliberate intention 
of reporting back to previously-made 
contacts? Or did the crew perhaps just use 
the opportunities presented and pass on the 
notes and photographs once hostilities had 
begun?

On the surface, four young men, together 
with a more experienced skipper, travelled 
1300 miles in three weeks: a formidable 
cruise even in Naromis, a 37’ motor sailer 
with powerful engines.

George Jones was an experienced East 
Coast sailor who had spent his childhood 
enjoying the River Deben. By August 1939 
he was no longer a child but a nascent 
stockbroker. He had been approached 
to join a banker, another stockbroker, a 
barrister and a medical student for a cruise 

ELSPETH ISKANDER

in the Baltic. Europe was already on edge 
– Czechoslovkia had been invaded by the 
German Army and there were demands 
that Danzig be returned to the Reich, 
yet the book reads like a normal cruising 
log. There is plenty of information about 
weather, sailing conditions, sights seen, 
courses steered, berthing difficulties and 
even a grounding. The crew make friends 
over drinks with other sailors – Dutch, 
German and Scandinavian. There is the 
occasional reference to the navigator taking 
photographs of observed shipping.

George reports on the different 
atmospheres they encounter: warm in the 
Netherlands, chillier in the Kieler Bucht, 
where the German Navy escorted them 
until they were over the border. Later they 
were followed even in the Oresund by a 
German plane whilst enjoying a gentle sail 
between Denmark and Sweden.

The tension rises and by 23 August the 

news is getting more threatening: hostilities 
are clearly approaching so they decide 
to evacuate the skipper’s niece, who had 
been staying in Berlin, and plan the voyage 
home via Norway, thus avoiding all German 
territorial waters. They make a rapid 
departure on 25 August heading North 
via Denmark to Goteburg and thence via 
the Kattegat and Skagerrak to Kristiansand 
and Farsund in Norway and bunkering 
before the long, uncomfortable crossing to 
Aberdeen. War is declared on the day after 
the end of the voyage and the young crew 
moved off to join their armed units.

Seventy years later, Julia Jones, daughter 
of George, chances upon his diary of the 
cruise and researches the information which 
was passed to Naval Intelligence from the 
Naromis. Delighting at more than one level 
– is this the simple tale of a summer cruise 
or the diary of a spy group? The book does 
not provide the answers!

Sudbury Print Group Ltd
Ballingdon Hill Ind. Est.

Sudbury Suffolk CO10 2DX
01787 373421 | admin@sudburyprintgroup.co.uk

www.sudburyprintgroup.co.uk

Brochures | Leaflets | Booklets | Calendars | Posters 

Business cards | Menus | Presentation & Pocket Folders  

Mailing services  | Corporate Stationery | Gummed mailers

Catalogues | Postcards | Desk Pads | School Prospectus’

LION TIMES ~ Winter 2017-18

42



THE ART GROUP YEAR

The Art Group starts when sailing stops 
and ends when sailing starts. In the last 
edition of “Lion Times” we were planning 
a trip to the Fitzwilliam Museum in 
January. After a fish lunch we walked 
across to the impressionist gallery where 
art historian Ron Matthews gave us a very 
informative and entertaining talk on the 
origins of impressionism and a critique of 
the paintings on display. One member was 
heard to say that he had never before learnt 
so much in one afternoon.

Paul Rodhouse reported on a workshop 
he had attended run by marine Artist David 
Curtis

 Stuart Miller introduced us to John 
Talman, a local artist, who delighted us 
with the quick and easy way he was able to 
include people in his work.

THE EASTER EXHIBITION.  
The exhibition was organised by Bruce 

Moss and nearly forty works were selected 
from those produced by Art Group 
members over the previous year. The stars 
of the show were Amanda Portway and 
new member Sue Vanner. The exhibition 

marked the end of  
the 2016/17 season.

There was one last 
thing to do and that 
was for the committee to  
meet and make plans for 2017/18.

175TH ANNIVERSARY LOGO 
DESIGN

 Art Group members were asked if they 
would be interested in submitting entries 
for a competition to design a logo. The 
specification was circulated and some 
members got to work before the first 
workshop in September. Five logos were 
submitted but were not selected. We tried 
but were beaten by technology.

The RHYC has among its members a 
wealth of experience and talent, including 
artists. Some are full time professionals, 
some are semi- retired, others are talented 
amateurs and others just paint for the joy 
of it.

A collage created by Anna Block, during 
Art Group workshops, was chosen by the 
Royal Society of Marine Artists for their 
prestigious exhibition at the Mall Galleries, 

London. The work is titled “Links” and 
depicts a short length of chain and a 
shackle. Anna was thrilled to hear that her 
picture has been sold.

 For several years the Art Group has 
been fortunate to have Anne Plummer 
host several workshops and she has already 
held a workshop in which she gave us 
some invaluable tips on painting trees. She 
is planning another workshop on “snow 
scenes”.

This year Charlotte Stuart has offered 
to conduct a workshop on “ways of 
representing the sea” a subject close to all 
our hearts. There are plans for nautical still 
life drawing and portraiture and of course 
there is our eighth exhibition in May.

 We enjoy belonging to a friendly group 
of people who paint as well as sail.

Ann Ringrose and Bruce Moss

The Annual Exhibition

Anna Block’s painting on display at the London exhibition
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CLUB SCENE 
PRIZE WINNERS AT THE LAYING UP SUPPER

Mike Clayton, Bob and 
Amanda Portway winners 
of the Spring Bell and 
the Autumn Barrel

Multiple winner Ed Harrison with the Clubhouse Brick - 
The unfortunate tale of a pocketful of paint!

North Sea Race Competitors gathered on the lawn

Simon Ruffles and crew in action in the North Sea Race

A trophy laden table at the Laying up Supper

THE NORTH SEA RACE

Pat Yorke with the 
Wickman Cup
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In 2018, RHYC will be 175 years old. A series of  
events is planned to celebrate the occasion.

175TH DINGHY AND KEELBOAT RACE

A GRAND ANNIVERSARY BALL

ANNIVERSARY TEA PARTY

VICTORIAN JUNIOR REGATTA 

CELEBRATION YACHT RACE 

HELM ‘N HOG HOP

Special anniversary merchandise and memorabilia will be available over the year

THE CLUB’S 175TH ANNIVERSARY

PHOTO FACES
Jenny Long of the Library Committee has been reviewing 

the club’s collection of historical photos. She has 
discovered a number of photos of unidentified people.

If you can identify anyone in the photos above, the Library 
Committee would like to hear from you. Please identify 

the photo by number and give the names of any individuals 
that you recognize to the office or to  

jennifer.long23@btinternet.com

1

2

3

4

5

IN MEMORIAM

JEREMY BROWN

MICHAEL AKEHURST

STAN JOHNSON

EDNA WYATT
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The President’s Dinner - The President 

and the Commodore with their wives and  

the Principal guests

The Trafalgar day lunch in the Ashbury room

Bob Sisson who 

was awarded 

the Burgess Trophy

Clubhouse presentation - James and Elizabeth Littlewood 

Winners of the Cruising Log Trophy, presented at the Fitting Out Supper.

John Ettling and the crew of ‘Allegro’ at the Royal Maas Yacht Club, delivering the  
Pink Cake trophy. Left to right – Andrew Ede, Gareth Williams, George Jellicoe, 

John Ettling from RHYC and Nickel Van der Norm and Leon de Veld from the Royal Maas.

Arthur Ransome celebrations - the ‘Nancy 
Blackett’ leads the convoy out to sea
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Richard Thompson 

07488 485 448 

 

Pre-purchase surveys 
Insurance surveys 
Sea Trials 
Valuation 
Consultation 
 

Woolverstone Based 
Operating Nationwide and Europe 

 

richard@whatfloatsyourboatmarinesurveys.co.uk 
www.whatfloatsyourboatmarinesurveys.co.uk 
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